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Re-election Debate 


ASSEMBLY VOTES 5-4 NOT TO WELCOME ELECTORS' VIEWS - BUT 
AGREES TO DISCUSS RE-ELECTION AT ITS OPEN JylEETING MARCH 11 


4102,000 Mix-Up 


NORFOLK'S FINANCIAL SITUATION TO DECEMBER 31 ST WAS APPARENTLY 
NOT SO GOOD AFTER ALL. THE ASSEMBLY WAS GIVEN WRONG INFORMATION. 


EDITORIALS - PAGE 14 

HREAT TO DUTY-FREE 



AUSTRALIA IS REPORTED TO BE ABOUT TO ALLOW "INWARDS'' DUTY-FREE 
SHOPPING FOR RETURNING TRAVELLERS. THE EFFECTS HERE MAY BE SERIOUS. 


FOLK IN BIG PACIFIC TALKS 


FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, LEADERS OF ALL PACIFIC ISLANDS ARE BEING GATHERED 
TO A CONFERENCE TO TALK POLITICS. NORFOLK IS INCLUDED, ON ITS OWN. 


MEETING ON LAND TITLES 


COMMONWEALTH AUTHORITIES WHO HAVE LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR 
TORRENS TITLE WILL MEET THE ASSEMBLY FEB. 25TH - AN OPEN MEETING 


f _ 

Starts this issue: “The Norfolk Alternative' 




PLUS: 


TWO MAIN GROUPS VOTE TO SUPPORT RE-ELECTION. ..FULL CENSUS RESULTS OUT 
AT LAST... 3 TOP ADMIN POSTS FILLED... NEW BAINS REPORT ON VICTORIA... N. Z. 
DEVELOPS WOOD-TO-GAS DEVICE.. .AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COMMISSION EXPLAINS 
ITS PROCEDURES... HELEN PAYNE'S RECIPES...AND THE NEWSY "LETTER FROM HOME" 







COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we*re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have ,1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish*- 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes* walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 


WE ACCEPT Bankcard - Diner’s • American Express - Visa 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES. 
RUBIES. JADE. OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 


REALLY NICE BLIT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CL06ED 

TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12 . 30 . 





5 of the 9 say they would NOT welcome electors' views! 

RE-ELECTION? ASSEMBLY TO DEBATE IT 


"FULL AND OPEN" discussion of a 
possible re-election of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly will take place at the 
Assembly’s meeting on Tuesday, 
March 11th, at 3.30 pm. 

The Assembly voted 5-2 (with 2 
members abstaining) on February 
sixth that the subject should be aired, 
and that views of electors should be 
discussed. 

But earlier they had voted 5-4 
against a motion saying that the 
Assembly would welcome having 
electors express their views on whe¬ 
ther or not there should be a re- 
election. 

Chief Minister David Buffett and 
MLA’s Gilbert Jackson, Bruce Mac- 
Kenzie, John Ryves and Kevin Wil¬ 
liams voted against welcoming the 
electors* views on the matter. De¬ 
puty Chief Minister Bill Blucher and 
MLA*s Ed Howard, Duncan McIntyre 
and Bryan Nunn were in favour. 

On the second motion, proposing 
that the House should openly debate 
the pros and cons of a re-election at 
its March meeting, Mr. Ryves joined 
the "open government" group, saying 
that his conscience required him to 
support the motion. The.other "aye" 
votes were Blucher, Howard, McIn¬ 
tyre and Nunn* Jackson and Wil¬ 
liams voted against disc .sing the 
question, and Buffett and Mac Ken¬ 
zie abstained from voting either way. 

Selections from the debate follow. 

On the motion "the Legislative As¬ 
sembly would welcome having elec¬ 
tors of Norfolk Island express their 
views to the Assembly on whether 
they wish to have a re-election of 
the membership of the Assembly, 
using the voting method approved at 
referendum on the day of the Assem¬ 
bly’s last meeting" - 

Kevin Williams: "All of the elect¬ 
ors of this Island are aware of the 
result of the referendum of the 12 th 
of December, 1979. Now, 57$ of 
the electors expressed their opinion 
that the old system of voting should 
be the method of voting for Legisla - 
tive Assembly elections - that’s 
future elections. This Assembly took 
note of that decision immediately, 
and through the Chief Minister made 
a statement that the Assembly would 
take immediate steps to introduce 
legislation to that effect. That 
statement, to me, was a responsible 
government decision, and one that 


I firmly believe the majority of the 
people on Norfolk Island accepted. 

"Two months have lapsed since the 
referendum, and I might be wrong, 
but I can’t recall any great outcry, 
through the media or elsewhere, de¬ 
manding a new election. I would be 
amazed, and I’m fairly sure of this, 
that no more than 1 $ of the electors 
- that is, seven or eight electors - 
have bothered through writing to 
express their concern for a new elec¬ 
tion to the proper authorities. 

"Also it must be remembered that 4 
if a call to pre-empt a new election'! 
is moved, the election could only be' 
carried out under the present legis¬ 
lation, which is proportional repre¬ 
sentation voting. This is because 
legislation cannot be introduced 
overnight to change the present 
system. 

"Therefore I feel that it would be 
presumptuous to call for the electors 
to seek their views at present on this 
motion... 

"I would also like to say something 
concerning the 43$ that voted ’yes’ 
in that referendum. I would like to 
know what their views are going to be. 

Views invited 

Bryan Nunn: "... in all matters, I 
would hope that the electorate would 
feel free to express themselves, not 
only on this matter but on all other 
matters... 

"I would welcome any electors who 
haven’t already talked to me, and 
obviously a number have already, 
certainly I would welcome their giv¬ 
ing me their thoughts and giving me 
their views. M 

Bill Blucher: "... I leave it open 
to the general public to come for¬ 
ward at any time they wish, and say 
Ve feel you should have a new elec¬ 
tion, before the expiry of this parti¬ 
cular Assembly’s life’ - or, ’let 
things lie as they are*. I don’t 
really know what the public would 
think. I have not in my point of 
view received any real strong pres¬ 
sure from within the community to 
have an election before the expired 
time. Nor have I had any strong pres¬ 
sures to leave things as they are... 

"1 would like tbsfee this motion as 
an open invitation.,. for people to 
say 'we think you should do this - 
or we don’t - and from that point on 


we can have our own impressions of 
what the whole situation is,.. I sup¬ 
port the motion..." 

Gilbert Jackson: "... I see this mo¬ 
tion as once again trying to divide 
the community, because ever since 
the election there's been a certain 
campaign, a campaign towards a re- 
election, and I myself have certain¬ 
ly had no pressure, or no one speak¬ 
ing to me, of anther election. 

"But I would cerjainly say that any¬ 
one who v/.s&apjjb j|ish and canvas 
the public,' iveil they have every 
- right to do so. 

‘I was democratlcly 
elected by the N.L Act* 

"I must draw the members of the 
Assembly's attention that 1 was, the 
same as everyone el$e around this 
table, was democradcly elected 
by the Norfolk Island Act. And for 
anyone to say that we’ve been el¬ 
ected by any mistrewing of any elec¬ 
tion that wasn’t the thinking of the 
people, well it’s not so. 

"But any member has every right 
to push his own barrow, as the say- 
ing goes. And since this form of 
government has been introduced 
there’s been no serious campaign to 
have another election. If certain 
members think, there has been, well 
they must be campaigning to a very 
small majority of the community. 

"Therefore, as I indicated, I do 
not wish to come into debate, but 
I also do not support the motion. ” 

Duncan McIntyre: "There is a ser¬ 
ious question here - the referendum 
result. That’s a rather serious ques¬ 
tion. I think it’s proper for the 
House to take a purposeful attitude 
toward it, and to canvas the public 
for their opinions. 

"I don’t agree with Mr. Williams’ 
proposition. I don’t believe it is 
ever presumptuous to seek the views 
of the electorate, and this is a good 
time to do it... 

"The question is the concern - the 
real concern - felt in the commun¬ 
ity as to the consequence of this 
Assembly’s being elected by a 
meihod whfcch v was opposed by the 
then-representatives of the people, 
and which has now been thrown out 
at a referendum." 

Bruce Mac Kenzie: "I have dis¬ 
cussed this matter with other mem - 
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Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is, a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver's seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the bade of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a dassic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 


I 



Road & Track’ 

magazine tsyt *Evi-:ry so omtn a new car arrives at the 

R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord, BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened a^ain. this 
time with the coupe version of Ma/da’s third new car in two 
years: the 626.* 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Pr oprtMor: J. W. HTZ PATRICK 









bers of the Assembly, and it appears 
that there has been very little feed¬ 
back from the community e 

"Knowing a little bit about Norfolk 
Island, to me, people are reasonably 
happy with things as they are. The 
main comment I’ve h^ard is ’stop 
fluffing about and get on with the job 
you were put there to do/ 

‘A few stirrers* 

"The fact that Mr. Howard has 
raised this motion is once again only 
giving a few stirrers another paddle to 
use, whereas in my view the large 
majority believe, ’get on with the job 
which we were put there to do'. " 

Ed Howard: H ... Mr. Williams rais¬ 
ed the point that it wouldn’t be pos¬ 
sible to have a new election even if 
the people did want one, except un¬ 
der proportional representation, be¬ 
cause of the slowness and difficulty 
of amending the Legislative Assembly 
Ordinance. v 

"That’s a difficulty only if it wants 
to be made a difficulty. The Legis¬ 
lative Assembly Ordinance which 
created the proportional representa¬ 
tion system for’Norfolk Island was put 
into law almost in a flash, as a mat¬ 
ter of urgency. Amending that Ordin¬ 
ance to go back to the method of 
voting that the great majority of the 
electors of the Island have said they 
want is simply a matter of removing 
some very long, complicated sections 
from the existing Legislative Assembly 
Ordinance. Just put those in the 
waste-paper basket, and replace them 
with a few very short passages that 
are already in existence in the old 
Norfolk Island Council Ordinance. 

"It’s a matter of legal drafting that 
can be done in a couple of hours, 
with the greatest of care, and that 
could be made into law if the Minis¬ 
ter wanted it made into law and the 
Governor-General were to agree, in a 
matter of a couple of days. 

"The great long delays in amending 
the legislation are I think only an 
imaginary concern... 

‘Stop talking... listen’ 

"I'm confused as to why Mr. Jack- 
son seems to feel that by inviting 
electors to say what they think, we’re 
dividing the community. If the 
price of having a unified community 
is that we will not listen to what the 
electors want. I'm unwilling to pay 
that price, and I think most people 
are. 

"Mr. Jackson made the point that 
he believes each member of die 


Assembly has the right to push his 
own barrow. I agree with him. He ? 
pushes barrows, I push barrows, many 
of us push barrows. The point of 
this motion is to let the electors push 
their barrow if they want to. The 
point of this motion is that we ought to 
stop talking for a little bit, and lis¬ 
ten to what the electors say to us, 
if they want to talk to us. 

"Mr. MacKenzie completed his 
remarks by saying that a large maj¬ 
ority on the Island wanted the Assem¬ 
bly to get on with its job. I don't 
know how he determines what die 
large majority of the people on the 
Island feel. I wish I could. I know 
what a large majority of the people 
I talk to feel - but I don’t know 
what a large majority of the Island 
feels; and that’s the purpose of the 
motion - to invite people, if they 
care to, to give us an impression of 
their feelings... 

"If you vote ’yes’, you’re saying 
'yes, I think the Assembly should 
welcome having the views of elec¬ 
tors put to us.' If you vote ’no’, 
you're saying ’no, I would not 
welcome the views of the electors 
being put to us." 

MAJORITY FAVOUR 
OPEN DISCUSSION 

After that motion had been voted 
down, 5-4, the next motion was 
that "The Assembly have a full 
and open discussion of this matter, 
and of the views electors may ex¬ 
press, at its next ordinary meeting 
in M^rch. " Selections from the 
debate: 

Ed Howard: "I think there should 
be a discussion in the House of 
whether there should be a re-election 
or not. I can’t predict how that dis¬ 
cussion will go, but I think there 
should be such a discussion and I 
think it ought to be heard by the peo¬ 
ple. 

"The Assembly has just voted that a 
majority of members around this table 
would not welcome having the elec¬ 
tors of Norfolk Island express their 
views to the Assembly. 

"That’s a most remarkable thing for 
an elected body to say. 

"But there it is. The majority of 
the Assembly has spoken. 

"Fortunately for die cause of good 
government, I expect a great many 
electors may express their views to the 
Assembly even though the Assembly 
has said it will not welcome such 
views. 

"Now the question is, are we will¬ 
ing to discuss the matter openly, in a 


meeting where the electors can hear 
what we're saying - or are we going 
to do it in secret, the way We do so 
many things? 

"Gentlemen, I put it to you that we 
have to be willing to discuss such im - 
portant matters in the open, each 
member expressing his own views 
honestly..." 

Bryan Nunn: "I support the motion. 

I think it would be quite wrong to 
discuss it just in general committee... 
I have no qualms about stating my 
views in front of the public when the 
time is opportune..." 

Bill Blucher* "... I say again that I 
would have no qualms about discuss¬ 
ing and hearing what the people have 
to say about this... I support the in¬ 
tent of this motion, because I don’t 
see that we can do otherwise." 

Duncan McIntyre: "... I support 
the motion..." 

Gilbert Jackson: ". . .On the 12th 
December a referendum was held, 
and the views of the community on 
that day was expressed, and they 
expressed it on an opinion on the 
method of voting for the future gov¬ 
ernments of Norfolk Island. And it’s 
not so when Mr. Howard says that the 
members of this Assembly is perhaps 
not game to speak out. Well, the 
members here, around this table, and 
the community, very well know that 
I would speak out on views that I 
think in the best interest of the Island. 

"And I can't see any reason, when 
the first motion has been defeated, 
like the Deputy Chief Minister, that 
there is a reason for this second mo¬ 
tion. And once again I say I cannot 
support it." 

Inherent right 

John Ryves: "I find myself in a dil- 
lema of, having spoken against the 
first motion, I find that my consci¬ 
ence dictates to me that I must vote 
for the second motion. 

"I think the first motion was unnec¬ 
essary. I think everyone understands 
it is the inherent right of the electors 
to speak to their representatives. 

They have already spoken to us on a 
number of occasions... I intend to 
support the second part of the motion, 
and the electors always have the in¬ 
herent right to speak to their elected 
representatives." 

Bruce MacKenzie: "I’ll make it 
clear that 1 certainly don't mind dis¬ 
cussing this matter, but I don’t be¬ 
lieve that we should be deciding our 
own destiny," 

The vote: Aye Blucher, Howard, Mc¬ 
Intyre, Nunn, Ryves. No Jackson, Wil¬ 
liams. Abstain Buffett, MacKenzie. 
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INCORRECT INFORMATION GIVEN TO ASSEMBLY 


in Island Finances 


the comparative figures that I have 
quoted, M 

His statement was based on an 
accounting mistake. The payments 
in question, when they arrive, will 
have no effect on the comparative 
figures he had quoted, and cannot 
"correct" them. 

Mr. Buffett has since acknowledged 
the error in a statement prepared for 
The News. His statement is repro¬ 
duced in full along with this article. 

The statement says in part, "... 
this income would not affect the 
half yearly figures..." 

As a result of the inadequate stamp 
sales in the first half of the financial 
year, stamp sales in the second half 
of the year will have to soar beyond 
all previous records in order to 
meet the government’s expectations 
for the full year. They will have to 
total $472, 000 in six months -- 
which would be 1-3/4 times as much 
as they actually brought in during 
the first half of the year. 

If stamp sales do not increase, and 
just remain at the same level as 
they have been, it will be a major 


blow for the government's finances. 
Even if every other source of income 
came up to the government's expec¬ 
tations, and speeding was held to 
what is planned* the deficit for the 
year would be a massive $488,800 - 
$204, 000 worse than the loss current¬ 
ly expected. 

The Chief Minister's accounting 
error was in believing that income 
belonging to the second half of the 
year could be brought forward, mak¬ 
ing the first half of the year look 
better. He has since confirmed to 
The News that this would be con¬ 
trary to the Administration's basic 
principles of accounting. 

The substantial payments expected 
- November stamp sales in England 
ancf December stamp sales in Aus¬ 
tralia - belong to the second half of 
the year, where they will be badly 
needed. The Chief Minister has 
told The News that in the previous 
financial year, November English 
sales and December English sales 
were included in income for the 

(continued next page) 


CHIEF MINISTER COMMENTS t 


Mix-Up 

A SERIOUS financial problem is 
threatening Norfolk Island. If it is 
not corrected in the next 135 days it 
could mean that the Island's finan¬ 
cial loss this year might be almost 
$500, 000. 

The possible seriousness of the prob¬ 
lem was not disclosed by Chief Min¬ 
ister David Buffett in a public re¬ 
port he made on Island finances on 
February 6th. 

In a formal statement to the Legi- 
sla tive Assembly that day he made 
a veiled reference to the problem. 

But he assured the House that it 
would be "corrected" when certain 
"significant outstanding sums" were 
received from overseas. 

This assurance has since been 
found to be without foundation. 

As this issue of The News goes to 
print, the Chief Minister has not 
informed the Assembly members 
of the error. 

The problem is a large short-fall in 
the sales of Norfolk stamps in the 
first six months of the current finan¬ 
cial year. 

Stamp sales are counted on to bring 
in $750, 000 of the Island's income 
this year. 

If they were running on target, they 
would have been $375, 000 in the 
first half of the financial year, which 
ended December 31st. 

Instead of being $375, oOO they were 
only $273, 000 --a short-fall of 
$ 102 , 000 . 

The Chief Minister did not disclose 
the dollar amounts to the Assembly. 

He presented them in the form of 
percentage comparisons, he said 
that in tne first six months of this fin¬ 
ancial year 36,47c of expected stamp 
income had been received, while in 
the first six months of the previous 
financial year 52.87: of stamp income 
had been received. 

Re-assuring the Assembly that the 
problem was not a serious one, he 
said: 

"1 would dwell upon this, and say 
that since the end of December there 
has been advice from Crown Agents, 
London, that their November sales of 
$25,000 has been despatched to us 
but notfyet received, and the Austra¬ 
lia Post sales for December 19/9 have 
not yet been received. 

"Australia Post figures for November 
last year were $43, 000, so it can be 
seen that there are some significant 
outstanding sums that have not yet 
been received in the area of stamps, 
and upon our doing so, will correct 


"I acknowledge your letter of 13th 
February, 1980. 

"At our meeting of tne preceding 
day you indicated that you proposed 
to publish an article to the effect 
that my statement to the Legislative 
Assembly about financial income in 
relation to stamps as at 31st Decem¬ 
ber, 19 /9 had been misleading. 

"In this statement to the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly I compared income 
as a percentage on revenue as at 31st 
December, 1978 and as a percentage 
on estimated revenue at 31st Decem¬ 
ber, 1979. The figures are set out 
in the Norfolk Islander of 9th Febru¬ 
ary, 1980. 

"In tne case of stamps I pointed 
out that income was 14$ less at 31st 
December, 19*/9, compared witn the 
same date in tne previous year. 

"I also stated that there were out¬ 
standing amounts due from the Crown 
Agents and Australia Post, which had 
not been received, which would 
correct the comparative figure for 
stamps. 

"You stated that this income would 
not affect the half yearly figures and 
tnis is correct. But, the income from 
stamps does not accrue evenly 
throughout the year and to have left 


the Legislative Assembly with the 
impression that the apparently unfav¬ 
ourable situation would continue 
would in itself be misleading. Far 
from being misleading, the remarks 
put the position in relation to stamp 
income in to its proper perspective. 

It is important for me to stress that 
the budget is expressed over a finan¬ 
cial year, in the present instance, 
to30tbJune, 1980. My opening 
remarks in the financial statement 
refers to the overall budget. 

"You state in your letter of 13th 
February, 1980 'however I am un¬ 
able to provide you with the News' 
written material in advance, because 
I must reserve the freedom to alter 
what the News says, right up until 
the moment of distribution, and am 
therefore not able to give any guar¬ 
antee of what will be said before¬ 
hand. ' 

"In these circumstances I do not 
have the benefit of knowing what 
you intend finally to say upon this 
subject and there is therefore no 
opportunity here for me to comment 
further. 

"Yours faithfully, David E. Buf¬ 
fett, Chief Minister" 
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ISLANDERS AND MAIN TOURISM BODY - ■* 

TWO MAJOR NLI. GROUPS 
CALL FOR RE-ELECTION 


second half of the year, not the 
firsto 

The alarming comparison between 
the two years is therefore a genuine 
one, comparing like with like. 

In his February 6th statement the 
Chief Minister said "On an over¬ 
all basis, income is meeting ex¬ 
pectations". This was apparently 
based on his incorrect belief that 
stamp sales were satisfactory. If it 
was, it would indicate that over¬ 
all income in the first half of the 
year was actually some $100, 000 
below expectations. 

On February 12th, having estab¬ 
lished that the Chief Minister's re¬ 
assuring statement to the Assembly 
was based on an accounting mistake, 
the editor of The News asked if he 
could meet with the Chief Minister 
to discuss the situation. A meeting 
was set for 4pm that day. 

At the Chief Minister's request, 
the Island's Chief Administrative 
Officer and the Accountant were 
present at the meeting but took no 
role in the discussion. 

The editoi! outlined the situation 
as he saw it, and said that the facts 
showed that die Chief Minister had 
mis-led the House - a very serious 
matter. 

"That is your opinion, " the Chief 
Minister said. He said that if it 
was implied that he had intention¬ 
ally mis-led the House, "1 categor¬ 
ically deny it." 

In die early part of die discussion 
the Chief Minister said that the 
November British stamp sales and 
the Australian December stamp 
sales pertained to something that 
was occurring in that half of the 
year”. 

Later he agreed that they were 
not part of financial results in the 
first half of the year, but the second. 

He said that in his statement in 
the House he, had made it clear 
which part of the year they belong¬ 
ed to. "The percentages were 
there" for all to hear, he said. 

He said that "we are concerned 
about die full year", and that the 
payments in question were part of 
the full year. 

In the discussion and in a letter 
delivered to the Chief Minister the 
following day, February 13th, the 
editor said that if the Chief Minis¬ 
ter wished to provide a statement 
clarifying, amplifying or confirm¬ 
ing his statement to the Assembly, 
or "such other information as you 
feel would be fair and helpful from 
your point of view, and informative 
for the public, ” The News would 
be glad to publish it along with 
this article. 


TWO OF THE principal organisations 
of residents on Norfolk - the Society 
of Descendants of the Pitcairn Set¬ 
tlers and the Accommodation Propri¬ 
etors * Association - have passed re¬ 
solutions calling for a re-election of 
the Island's Legislative Assembly. 

In both cases the votes were taken 
at general membership meetings. 

The Society of Descendants resolu¬ 
tion, which has been sent to all As¬ 
sembly members, says that the Soci¬ 
ety does not regard the Assembly as 
fully legitimate because it was elect¬ 
ed with a voting system which is 
unacceptable to a majority of the 
people. 

One of the objectives of the Society 
is to restore on Norfolk one of die 
historic laws of Pitcairn Island, which 
prohibited anyone from assuming 


TORRENS TITLE will be discussed for 
the first time by Norfolk's Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly on February 25th. 

The Assembly will meet at 10am 
for a special meeting with two Com¬ 
monwealth experts on the subject, 
who have done much of the ground¬ 
work required if the Torrens system 
is to be introduced here. They are 
Mr. Collins and Mr. Kennedy. 

It will not be a formal meeting of 
the House, and no official business 
will be transacted. But if Assembly 
members reach some majority view 
during the meeting, it would indi¬ 
cate which way the House could be 
expected to move later. 

The public gallery of the Assembly 
Chamber will be open, and the 
discussion will be taped for broad¬ 
casting later if the meeting proves 
interesting enough. 

There is a strong probability that 
it will. The possibility of having 
Queen Victoria’s original "pepper¬ 
corn" grants replaced by a new sys¬ 
tem of "guaranteed title" is one of 
the touchiest subjects that can be 
raised with many Norfolk landowners. 

In the past. Commonwealth auth¬ 
orities have had difficulty under¬ 
standing what such landowners are 


"power or authority without the con¬ 
sent of the majority of the people." 

The Society's vote in support of the 
resolution was reportedly unanimous 
except for one abstention. 

The Accommodation Proprietors' 
Association, whose membership in¬ 
cludes the owners and managers of 
all of the Island's recognised accom¬ 
modation houses and hotels, resolved 
that there should be a re-election of 
the Assembly on the grounds that it 
does not represent the community 
fairly. 

Association president Allan Payne 
has written to the Administrator 
informing him of the resolution and 
asking him to bring it to the atten¬ 
tion of the Assembly. 

The Association's vote was unani¬ 
mous. 


worried about. The guaranteed 
title system seems far superior to 
them becuaae it would clear up a 
considerable number of uncertain 
land titles on the Island^ and would 
make it less expensive and compli¬ 
cated to sell or buy land. 

Some members of the former Nor¬ 
folk Island Council also felt that 
guaranteed land titles would be a 
step forward for Norfolk. 

But such arguments have had little 
effect on residents who would rather 
go to war than see their historic 
grant documents declared no longer 
valid. 

A compromise plan has been men¬ 
tioned occasionally, in which 
change to the Torrens system would 
be entirely optional - if the owner 
wants to change, fine; if not, he 
would be welcome to stay with the 
present system. It is not known 
whether such a compromise would 
be considered practical by the Com¬ 
monwealth authorities. 

Three members of the old Council 
who were most wary and outspoken 
about the Torrens system - Geoff 
Bennett, Greg Quintal and Lisle 
Snell - failed to be elected to the 
Assembly under the proportional vot¬ 
ing method. 


Assembly will discuss 
Torrens Titles with C*wth 
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ELECTRIC 
SLICING KNIFE 


WONDERFUL FOR CARVING 
PETE'S PRICE $18. 6 0 




AUTO-TOASTER AT A WONDERFUL SAVING 
ONLY $18.70 


STOP PRESS 

JUST ARRIVED 

QUARTZ WALL CLOCKS 
FROM $17. 95 , 


* PETE’S 

PLACE’ 


for 


DISCOUNT 


PRICES 


ON FAMOUS 





ELECTRIC CAN OPENER 
OPENS CANS QUICKLY & EFFICIENTLY 
GRIPS & TURNS CANS WHILE PIERCING 
AND REMOVING LID 

ONLY $13.70 


PORTABLE APPLIANCES 
























NEW AUS. PLAN THREATENS ECONOMY 


A GREAT CHANGE in Australia’s 
duty-free shopping regulations, ex¬ 
pected soon, could have profound 
effects on Norfolk Island’s economy 
and way of life. 

According to the "Weekend Aus¬ 
tralian" of February 16th, travel¬ 
lers to Australia and Australians re¬ 
turning after overseas trips will be 
able to shop at international airport 
duty-free shops after they have 
landed. 

The inwards duty-free shopping 
privilege has been recommended 
by Australia’s Bureau of Transport 
Economics, and enthusiastically 
supported by the Minister for Trans¬ 
port, Mr. Hunt. 

The advantages to Australia in¬ 
clude added employment, added 
government revenues, a reduction 
in fuel consumed by aircraft com¬ 
ing into the country, greater safe¬ 
ty of the aircraft because of an ab¬ 
sence of hundreds of bottles of al¬ 
cohol being carried by passengers, 
and "keeping the business in Aus¬ 
tralia" rather than having people 
spend their money in Fiji, Hong 
Kong or Norfolk Island, 

There appear to be no domestic 
disadvantages to the scheme. If 
this is the case, other countries 
could bei expected to adopt the 
idea also. 

The impact on Norfolk has not 
yet been thought through fully, 
but it would be significant and 
could be very far-reaching. 

On the positive side: 

• Most Norfolk shops do a consid¬ 
erable amount of business in lines 
that are not handled by Australian 
airport duty-free shops. 

• Shopping is part of the fun of a 
holiday for many people, and they 
can be expected to continue buy¬ 
ing on Norfolk if merchandise is 
reasonable value and attractively 
promoted, even if it is not offered 

''at bargain prices. 

•The change won't happen imme¬ 
diately. No proposed starting date 
was mentioned in the "Weekend Au¬ 
stralian" article, but a period of 
some months would seem to be nec¬ 
essary for the change-over in proce¬ 
dures. Norfolk merchants will there¬ 
fore have' at least a brief period in 
which to get ready for the new cir¬ 
cumstances. 

• New Zealand has no known in¬ 
tention to adopt a similar policy, 
and may wait to see what Austra¬ 


lia's experience is. 

On the negative side: 

• Norfolk sales of "typical” duty¬ 
free shop merchandise - radios, 
cassette players, watches, cameras, 
perfume, cigarettes, liquor - could 
be expected to drop sharply unless 
local merchants can find a way to 
underprice Sydney airport shops, 
which are free of both duty and 
sales tax. 

• Norfolk shops handling such mer¬ 
chandise could decide to start let¬ 
ting their stocks run down, and not 
re-order. This could have an early 
effect on Administration collections 
of Customs duty. 

• Bond store sales would almost 
certainly drop if tourists can pick 
up their allowable duty-free grog 
after they get back to their home 
airport, 

• Ideas expressed by some Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly members about rais¬ 
ing future tax needs from "the rich 
merchants" may have to be aband¬ 
oned. 

•To the extent that Norfolk now 


ARSON AT 
GREENWAYS 

GREENWAYS PRESS, where the week* 
ly "Norfolk Islander" has been pub¬ 
lished, was destroyed by fire in the 
early hours of February 2nd. 

A Coroners' inquest on February 12th 
found that the fire had been started 
by a "person or persons unknown". 

The proprietors, Tom and Tim Lloyd, 
were apparently uninsured for the 
loss. 

They maintained the newspaper’s 
regular production schedule, putting 
an abbreviated edition on sale six 
days after the fire. It went to press 
using a portable typewriter and a 
borrowed Gestetner duplicator in the 
laundry room of the Lloyd’s home - 
with help and good wishes from peo¬ 
ple all over the Island. 

The Norfolk Lions Club has under¬ 
taken to rebuild the building as a 
community project. Contributions 
of money, labour, and loaned equip¬ 
ment came from many residents and 
groups. 

The Lloyds have ordered new print¬ 
ing equipment, and hope to be back 
in full operation before long. 

The fire was not only a tragedy for 
the Lloyds but a blow felt by the en- 


attracts tourists because of the Isl¬ 
and’s reputation as a duty-free va¬ 
cation spot, tourism may drop off 
unless it is better promoted. This 
would have a compounded econo¬ 
mic effect through most of the Isl¬ 
and, including Administration rev¬ 
enues. 

In the longer term, the change 
could bring some effects that would 
be hard on some business people, 
but welcomed by some of them and 
by many other residents: 

•An increasing air of commer¬ 
cialism on the Island, with older 
values being lost, might be revers¬ 
ed. 

• Norfolk might have to empha¬ 
sise its more wholesome aspects in 
attracting tourists - history, scen¬ 
ery, fishing, swimming, clean airj 
friendly people, old-fashioned cus¬ 
toms - rather than its appeal for 
bargain-hunters. 

•The upward pressure on popula¬ 
tion and on tourist numbers might 
ease. 


tire community. Their heroic effort 
in keeping the Norfolk Islander 
publishing on schedule regardless is 
a great service to the people of the 
Island, who regard the paper as one 
of the necessities of life here. 

Praise for new 
Bains Report 

THE VICTORIAN State government 
released on January 22nd copies of 
the new "Bains Report" on how its 
local governments should function. 

The report represents a year’s work 
by a four-man Board of Review, 
chaired by Mr. Malcolm Bains, who 
became Norfolk’s new "Island man¬ 
agers head of die public service in 
January. 

Victoria’s Minister for Local Gov¬ 
ernment said the report was"the most 
penetrating and comprehensive an¬ 
alysis of local government ever 
undertaken in this country," 

His announcement of die publica¬ 
tion of the report described Mr, 

Bains as "a world authority on local 
government" and said the State was 
"indeed fortunate in obtaining the 
services of a group of people of such 
impressive calibre possessing an impos¬ 
ing depth of talent and experience". 
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1978 NORFOLK CENSUS OUT- AT LAST! 


IF YOU REALLY care about Norfolk 
Island, this will be one of the most 
intriguing stories you've ever read - 
because it consists of facts about the 
Island that you've never before been 
able to be sure of* 

You may be pleased* interested, 
angered or bored by the truth, but 
here it is. This is what Norfolk Is¬ 
land looked like, only l£ years ago. 

The facts come from the first full- 
scale census ever taken here, which 
was done on October, 1978. 

They were put into a computer in 
Brisbane, and the original census 
forms destroyed. Norfolk's tempor¬ 
ary statistician (paid by Australia) 

Mr. M,L, Treadgold, supervised the 
census and compiled the statistical 
results. They were given to the Dep¬ 
artment of Home Affairs last year, 
ahd passed on to Chief Minister David 
Buffett last November. 

In February he made them available, 
telling the Assembly that he had no 
reason to keep them confidential. 

The fascinating statistics are con¬ 
tained in two documents. They are 
titled "Summary of Population and 
Dwellings", and "Social Account 
Statistics'* for Norfolk Island. 

You may like to stick with your own 
previous ideas, and ignore official 
Statistics, But if you want the bald 
Statistical facts about Norfolk on Octob¬ 
er 24th, 1978, here they are. 

The census counted 2,134 persons on 
Norfolk on October 24th, 1978. In¬ 
cluded were 436 tourists or visitors, 
leaving a "resident" population of 
l, 698. 

The census did not determine how 
many "residents" may be here only 
for temporary employment. There 
Were 1, 004 people with residency 
certificates; 164 who said they were 


residents but did not specify what 
status they held; 70 on Enter-and-re- 
main permits; and 460 with tempor¬ 
ary entry permits. 

If half of the peo pie holding tem¬ 
porary entry permits actually hope 
to live permanently on Norfolk and 
half expect to move on before too 
long, the "permanent" population 
total would actually be 1,468 people. 

boy-chasing 

The census shows some surprising 
facts; 

-There is a pronounced imbalance 
between the number of males and 
females in certain age brackets. 
There were 128 children under four, 
but 76 were boys and only 52 girls. 
Between ages 15 and 19 there were 
nearly twice as many girls as boys - 
59 as against 33. (This might sim¬ 
ply be because there are. a couple 
of dozen girls that age who are on 
working holidays on Norfolk, but it 
would seem to make boy-chasing 
likely in that age bracket.) In the 
age bracket of 50-59, men strongly 
outnumber women - 118 against 94. 
And over two-thirds of residents who 
live to be older than 75 are women; 
40, as compared with only 17 men. 

-Well over half - 58$ - of visitors 
and tourists were aged 50 or older, 
and 60$ of all of them were women. 

-only 29$ of "residents" were born 
on the island, but 34$ - 578 people- 
were of Pitcairn descent. 

-Of the 1, 698 "residents", 71 
said they had some kind of handi¬ 
cap, The most frequently-mention¬ 
ed one was a handicap in sporting or 
recreational activities, 36 people. 
"Getting or holding a job" presented 
a handicap for 21 people, and 16 
said they were handicapped in acts 


of daily living - dressing, bathing, 
etc. 

-The great majority of residents 
do not carry life insurance. Only 
486 people - 29$ - have it. 

-There were 66 unmarried widows 
living on Norfolk, but only five un¬ 
married widowers. 

-Of the 1,291 adult residents (peo¬ 
ple 15 or older), 449 had some kind 
of post-school educational qualifica¬ 
tion. But there were only 21 with a 
bachelor's degree, and only five 
with a master's degree. 

-There were 127 people receiving 
some form of pension or other bene¬ 
fit from Australia, and 29 people 
receiving the Norfolk Island special 
allowance. 

-All but 175 of residents over the 
age of 15 said they had some income. 
The 1,116 income-earners brought 
in a grand total of about $8,200, 000 
a year. More than half of this, some 
$4^ million, was earned by the 80$ 
of all income-earners who received 
less than $10, 000 a year each. Ap¬ 
parently about 10$ of all income, 
some $800, 000, went to the 22 peo¬ 
ple who said they earned more than 
$25, 000 a year. 

3/4 work 

-People on Norfolk are workers. 
Almost 3/4 of all adults have pay¬ 
ing jobs, including 82$ of all adult 
men and 62$ of all adult women. 

-There were 953 people in the 
work force, and only 11 of them - 
four men and seven women - said 
they were unemployed at the time 
of the census. This indicates a 
Norfolk Island resident unemployment 
rate of 1$ of the work force, about 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT! 







SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


-yJBIG 


U|TQ COMES A HORSEMAN (Western)...RIDDLE OF THE SANDS (Drama) 
nilO GOODBYE EMANUELLE (Adult).MA R Y POPPINS...GO TELL THE 


cpupni II pn SPARTANS (War)...CARAVAN (Drama)...CLASS OF MISS MacMICHAEL I 
(Comedy).,.WORLD FULL OF MARRIED MEN (Comedy) ■ 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
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as low as such rates can get, 

-Most employed people work be¬ 
tween 35 and 44 hours a week, but 
204 worked less than that, and 326 
worked more. There were 41 people 
who said they worked 65 or more 
hours a week - no douot including 
farmers and other self-employed peo¬ 
ple, 

-Of those who described their oc¬ 
cupations, almost exactly half are 
"white collar" workers - professional, 
technical, administrative, execu¬ 
tive, clerical and sales workers - 
and half "blue collar" workers - far¬ 
mers, timber-getters, transport and 
communications workers, tradesmen 
and service workers, 

-There were 630 dwellings on Nor¬ 
folk: 303 of timber, 267 of fibro 
or asbestos, 16 of metal, 12 of con¬ 
crete block, 8 of stone and 7 of 
brick or brick veneer - and 17 made 
of "other materials", 

-only 157 of the homes were on 
agricultural land. Of all dwellings, 
177 had eight or more rooms. 

-Norfolk # s percentage of home own¬ 
ership is difficult to determine from 
the census figures because the Island's 
considerable number of temporary 
residents, who rent housing, are not 
shown separately. But of the 630 
dwellings on the Island 353 are lived 
in by their owners, and 187 are rent¬ 
ed, The.proportion of permanent 
residents who own or are buying 
their homes is probably extremely 
high. 

rent paid 

-Most of the rented homes cost be¬ 
tween $20 and $40 a week - but 18 
cost less than $10 a week, and nine 
cost $50 or more. 

THE "SOCIAL Accounts Statistics" 
include eight statistical tables never 
before prepared for Norfolk, along 
with precise definitions of many terms 
used in the tables, which have to be 
exactly understood. 

Prof. Ronald Gates' forthcoming 
report on Norfolk** economy will no 
doubt offer extremely useful interpre¬ 
tations of what the tables reveal about 
the Island. 

But here are a few highlights: 

N.I. accounts 

-Wages, salaries and "supplements" 
paid on Norfolk - which apparently 
do not include income from invest¬ 
ments or from overseas - were 
$5, 354, 000 in 1977/78. 

-Norfolk's "gross domestic product"- 
deducting the cost of all imports - 


was $10,887, 000 that year. 

-Private building and construction 
on Norfolk in 1977/1978 was a 
$1, 090, 000 industry. 

-Norfolk appears to have a strong¬ 
ly favourable "balance of payments" 
in its dealings with the outside 
world. In 1977/78 the Island recei¬ 
ved $12, 5 61, 000 from overseas, in¬ 
cluding the Commonwealth grant 
(since discontinued) of $126, 000 
and "Direct Australian Government * 
outlays" of $916,000. Much the 
biggest income earner was tourism, 
which brought in $8, 960, 000. 

The Island used its overseas income 
to pay for $7, 042, 000 of imports, 
spend $2,485, 000 overseas on tra¬ 
vel, transport, goods and services, 
make $707, 000 of dividend and 
other cash payments overseas - and 
have a favourable balance of 
$2.327, 000. 

tax collected 


-Direct taxes on Norfolk in 1977/ 
78 were $113, 000, and indirect 
taxes were $789, 000. (Taxes were 
equal to $1,431 per household.) 

-The census was unable to take 
into account the value of what Nor- 

— 



folk families grow or catch for 
their own tables or for friends, al¬ 
though this is an important part of 
the Island's real economic picture. 
But it found that over half of all 
households produce at least some of 
their own food. Over 100 households 
product four or more different types 
of their own food - for example, 
vegetables, fruit, eggs and beef. 

The two sets <^f statistical informa¬ 
tion from the census take sixty- 
seven pages, including notes, de¬ 
finitions and comments. Chief 
Minister David Buffett told the 
Assembly on February sixth that 
they "are available if anyone would 
like to see them". 

r 



f^ountp Hobs* ®abern 

NORFOLK’S LEADING LICENCED RESTAURANT 

NEW A LA CARTE MENU - OUR NEW CHEF WAS 
FORMERLY FUNCTION CHEF AT “ BENELONG ", 

THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE RESTAURANT 

Tuesday through Saturday! from 7pm 

'KINGS: 201* 
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EDITORIALS 


ACTIQH NEEDED" URGENTLY 

A $102/^^ SHORT-FALL in the Island's stamp sales 
in the first six months of this financial year is an alarm-bell 
that Norfolk's largest single source of expected income is in 
trouble. 

If it is, Norfolk itself is in trouble. The Island's new 
government is spending money faster than any previous ad¬ 
ministration ^ over $1,500 more, every single working day, 
on the average," than was spent last year. 

If stamp sales (and all other sources of income) were 
running right on target, the Island would still be in the red 
by $284,000 in this year's budget. If stamp sales don't im¬ 
prove the loss may be closer to $500,000. 

Yet even more spending is being talked about, includ¬ 
ing a whole new social welfare system. 

The Island is in financial difficulty. The problem 
can be solved only by reducing spending, or raising more 
income, or some combination of the two. 

The most obvious way of raising more income is, un¬ 
fortunately, the most disagreeable and perhaps most risky 
way. It is for the government to introduce large new taxes. 
There are only two kinds of people the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly can tax: residents and tourists. In the end, tourists yriU 
be handed most of the bill either way. Very few residents 
could afford to pay taxes without asking for higher wages. 
Most wage-earners will want the cost handed onward until 
someone else actually pays it out of his own pocket. 

Will tourists accept being the bunny at the end of the 
line? Will they keep on coming to Norfolk in their present 
numbers if a holiday here becomes substantially more ex¬ 
pensive? The answers would be crucial to the Island's ec¬ 
onomy. If we price ourselves out of the market a great 
many tourists will simply take their holidays somewhere 
else, and our financial problems will be even greater. 

AGAINST THAT BACKGROUND the reaction of 
the Chief Minister to the $102,000 short-fall in stamp sales 
is deeply concerning. 

The main purpose of keeping a budget is to detect 
problems early so they can be dealt with before they get 
out of hand. When a serious possible problem is defected 
a series of questions should be asked • and answered. Is 
the problem caused by something temporary, which will 
shortly cure itself? Might the problem get worse? Is it 
likely to be corrected by the effect of actions that have 
already been set in train? Are further corrective actions 
needed? If so,, what alternatives are there* 

In his formal statement to the Assembly on February 
6 th the Chief Minister appeared to treat the problem in 
stamp sales as a temporary one, which would be cured 
when certain payments came in. Since then he has ack¬ 
nowledged that these payments will have no effect on the 
bad result in the first half of the year^ 


As Minister for Finance, as well as being Chief Minister, 
he has the final authority and responsibility for seeing that the 
Island's money is handled accurately and prudently. But when 
an alarm bell was ringing in Norfolk's most important source 
of income he re-assured the House that it was nothing to wor¬ 
ry about -- for reasons that were just plain nonsense. 

His duty now is to notify the Assembly and the public 
that he made a mistake, and to re-present the financial po¬ 
sition as of December 31st, 1979, as it really was. 

The Chief Minister has said several times that he is 
"watching" Norfolk’s financial situation very closely. Even 
if it were being done accurately, "watching” is not good en¬ 
ough. It is possible to watch money flow out until the Island's 
precious savings are exhausted and the government is broke. 

What is needed is intelligent, firm, quick action, 
without fear or favour, to bring about a situation in which 
the Island is raising as much money as it sensibly and safely 
can - preferably without new taxes - and is spending not one 
cent more than it raises. 

The need is urgent. Nothing else comes close in im¬ 
portance . 


ASSEMBLY RE-ELECTION 

THE QUESTION OF A RE-ELECTION of the mem- 
bership of the Legislative Assembly is to be discussed "fully 
and openly" by the Assembly itself at its meeting on March 
11 th- 

Legally a new election could be held under the tradi¬ 
tional Norfolk voting system within a month or two after 
that. 

Constitutionally it would be a grave step for the Ad¬ 
ministrator to terminate the duration of the present Assem¬ 
bly by calling an early election. But the gravity of it should 
not weigh too heavily on him. Constitutionally the electors 
have already taken a far more grave step by rejecting the 
whole basis of the Assembly's election. Calling a new el¬ 
ection would simply be a means of giving full democratic 
effect to the referendum result. 

What do the people want done? The one sure way to 
find out is to let them say for themselves, in a new Assembly 
election. It would not need to disrupt the functions of the 
Assembly, except very briefly. It would take only a couple 
of months. It would cost only a few hundred dollars. And 
however it came out it would get rid of a problem which is 
a serious handicap to the present Assembly. 

New laws and policies are needed, some of them on 
highly contentious matters. They should be made by an 
Assembly which is the undoubted voice of the people. The 
present Assembly will always be plagued by the knowledge 
that it was elected through a voting system which the maj¬ 
ority of the people have said they do not accept. 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 



w/M<W 





w» 

Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAM) 

HAND- 

BOCK 

f 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 
Norfork Island pudding 
it would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without toying die 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Elva’s __ 

Valley View Restauran 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 
















































































CITIZEN QUARTZ CALCULATOR 

THIS IS THE WORLD'S FIRST WR1STWATCH 
TO PROVIDE A VERSATILE CALCULATOR 
FUNCTION. PLUS ALARM AND 1/100TH 
SECOND STOPWATCH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ DIGI-ANA 

BOTH TIME MODES, AS WELL AS AN 
ALARM. ON-THE-HOUR CHIME. AND 
1 /lOOTH SECOND STOPWATCH. DIAL 
LIGHT. WATER RESISTANT. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM 
CHRONOGRAPH 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM H 

EXCLUSIVE “TIME-TELLING ALARM" 
GIVES AN AUDIO INDICATION OF THE 
TIME WHENEVER YOU DESIRE. A NEW 
MODEL OF ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
GREAT WATCHES. 


TWO 24-HOUR ALARMS. A 1/100TH 
SECOND CHRONOGRAPH, AND A COUNT¬ 
DOWN TIMER — AS WELL AS CONTINUOUS 
TIME DISPLAY, DAY. DATE &. MONTH. 


Q CITIZEN 


a full range at 

-- PRENTICE’S—- 

TH E DIG ITAL WAT CH CENTRE 
































































PATON PLACE 
may be out of town, but for the 
discriminating buyer it u a "must” 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES,and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12,30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6 pm; Saturday 9am -2.30pm* t Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time* seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. - 
DENTIST ; (also at N.l. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Tburs. open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O, or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am -12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings. but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7. 30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Burns Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
"Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open Sam-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pm Sat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 
norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY H ousie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table .and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 





























BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what thev told us: 

m 

Norfolk Souvenirs; "If people can find 
Our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
&ey*ll find a lot of good buys; and we 
0|e open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 

■ 

^entice’s: "The gift of a lifetime - 
^genuine Parker pens at about one- 
fefclf Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price ” 

■ 

Martin’s Agencies: “Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Nor Folk Island souvenir.- 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scene> - Kmily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5/’ 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978. THE AUSTRAUAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 500. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



j PAPERBACK BOOKS 

j GREETING CARDS 

PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at tfrt 

TRADING 

POST 















-CAMERALINES- 

the Minolta XG4 
is better than its competition. 


45mm f2 lens 


The first thing to do is to put the 
XG-1 into your customer’s hands. 

Let him feel its compact size, 
its light weight. 

Ask him to operate the film 
advance lever to feel its silkiness. 

Let him see how conveniently 
the controls are placed. And 
hear how the sound of the elec¬ 
tromagnetic shutter release is 
almost no sound at all. 

Because even though the XG-1 
is the most affordable Minolta 35mm 
automatic, it still handles like a Minolta. 

Now that your customer knows how well the XG-1 
handles, show him how easy it is to use. 

Simply set the shutter speed dial on A for automatic. 

Now at the 

slightest touch of ^ 

the shutter button 
the XG-I s view¬ 
finder LED's light 
up to show the 
shutter speed the 
camera is setting. 

And that's impor¬ 
tant if your customer 
is a beginner. 

Because he's prob¬ 
ably more familiar 
with shutter speeds than f/stops 

Viewfinder control of shutter speeds is just one benefit 
of an aperture-priority automatic. 

Here are some more advantages that you can point out: 
Aperture priority lets your customer control depth of field the 
way professionals do. 

And when he's ready for mirror telephoto lenses or close- 
up equipment, he can use them with the XG-l’s auto-expo¬ 
sure system. He can’t do that with a shutter-priority 

automatic. 

A Minolta never asks 
your customer to give up 
exposure control. 

With the XG-L he can 
override the automatic 
exposure up to two full 
stops plus or minus the 
metered value. Some of 
the XG-1 *s competitors 
offer plus 1-1/2 or 2 
stops only. 



An electronic self-timer that’s a 
natural for demonstrating. 

Trip the XG-l ’s self-timer and a 
big red LED starts flashing. Right 
up front where it's easy to see. 






XG-1 shutter speed dial 



Electronic self-timer 

Make sure your customer notices that the flashing of the 
LED speeds up just before the picture is taken. We say its the 
camera that even lets you know when to smile. 

For all its affordability, the XG-1 is still a full 
Minolta system camera. 

You can really impress your customer with the XG-1 s ver¬ 
satility by showing him all the lenses and accessories it will 
accept. 

Attach the Auto Winder G and show him how he can shoot 
single frames or automatic sequences at about two frames a 
second. 

Add one of Minolta’s four X-Series Auto Electroflash units 
and demonstrate how it sets the XG-1 s shutter for flash 
operation. And the Auto Electroflash 200X and 320X can 
even synchronize with the auto winder for continuous flash 
sequences. 

Last, but certainly not least, you 
can show him how easy it is 
to change to any of Minolta's 
more than forty computer- 
designed lenses. With the 
Minolta bayonet mount, 
less than a quarter turn 
locks the lens in place. The 
Minolta system has lenses 
from 7.5mm fisheye to 
1600mm super-telephoto. 

Including macros, wide 
angle and telephoto zooms 
and special-purpose lenses. 



Auto Winder G. Auto Electroflash units 
II8X and 200X 


XG-1 


XG -1 viewfinder displays shutter speeds 


The automatic choice for value. 


r 


you can 
depend on it 


its from 
Ccmneratipes. 





















AGFA-GEVAERT 


The 


Norfolk Island 


SUN 


MON 


TUE 

19 February 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 


WED 

20 


•Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRTSpm) 


m 

■Church services 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 


£5 

■housie 


Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm*b*d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


26 


I Films (Pds & LC) 
I Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


27 


■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


■Church services 
■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


s 


Housie (LC) 
Film (Nik) 
iSm'b'd (SP) 
iFilm (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■/Ti.a (MRT8. 0 J) 
C'dants Din (G) 


■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


10 


■Church services BHousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


11 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
IC'dant's Din (G) 

■ Legislative Assembly 
Meeting (A 3.30pm) 


12 


■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
IFilm (MRT8pm) 


17 

Church services ■Housie (LC) 

Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 
Film (MRT8. 00) ■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 


00 ) 


18 


I Films (Pds & LC) 
I housie (RSLBpm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
IC'dant’s Din (G) 




a great name in photography 



CALENDAR 


THUR 

21 

■Kousie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


28 

■ Housie (LC) 

• Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8 GO) 

■ Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRTS. 00) 


FRI 

22 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


SAT 

23 

■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


^ March 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


WIND ROSE' 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 

is no wind. .. 

N 



s 


LOCATIONS 


■housie (LC) 

■ Srn'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.G0) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


13 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


I Housie (RSLSpm) 
lOpen night (Pds) 
I Film (MRT8. 00) 


14 


IHousie (RSL8pm) 
lOpen night (Pds) 

I Film (MRT8. 00) 


8 


I SDA service 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


15 


■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE 

February 27th, 1856; Sir Wm. Denison, authorised by the British Gov¬ 
ernment to arrange the Pitcairners* move to Norfolk, tells England he 
plans to give them all of Norfolk’s land. His plan was approved. 

March 2nd, 1788; Fletcher Christian was made a Leiutenant on 
Bligh's ship, the "Bounty”. 

March 7th, 1831 : The 87 people on Pitcairn were moved by England 
to Tahiti. The migration was a bad failure, and the survivors went 
back to Pitcairn. They were cautious about trying migration again. 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 


A Assembly chamber 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 















- CAMERALINES — 

the Minolta XD-5 

has no competition. 


45mm f 2 lens 


Nobody else offers a camera 
like this at this price. The com¬ 
pact Minolta XD-5 is the least 
expensive multi-mode auto¬ 
matic ever made. Yet you can 
demonstrate to your customer 
that it has almost all the features 
of the ultimate automatic, the 
Minolta XD-11. 

Show him that for such an 
advanced camera, the XD-5 is 
remarkably uncomplicated to use. 

Set the mode selector switch on 
A for aperture priority. And let him 
see how the LED display in the view-finder shows the 
electronically timed shutter speed the camera is setting 
automatically. 

Then turn to S 
for shutter priority. 

And be sure to 
point out that this 
is shutter priority 
like no other brand 
of camera has. If 
the light level 
requires that the 
shutter speed be 
changed to get the 
proper exposure, the 
camera warns him. If he ignores the warning, the camera 
goes ahead and adjusts the shutter speed for him to assure 

- - perfect exposure. 

Now switch to M for the man¬ 
ual mode, which lets him set 
both aperture and shutter 
speed himself. With the cam¬ 
era's built-in meter as a guide. 
Exposure overrides in both 
automatic modes. 

Like the Minolta XG-1, the 
XD-5 has a full plus or minus 
two-stop override control. And 
you can show your customer how it operates in both aper¬ 
ture and shutter priority. 

Extras he wouldn’t expect in such an affordable camera. 

Show him the XD-5’s variable self-timer, depth-of-field 
preview button and the handy memo holder that holds the 
end of the film box as a reminder of the film he's using. 

You can tell him he’s looking through the brightest 
viewfinder in any 35mm SLR. 


you can 
depend on it 





XD-5 mode selector switch 



In shutter priority mode. 
XD-5 viewfinder displays if stops 


And as the 
exposure mode 
changes, so does the 
LED information that 
your customer sees in 
the viewfinder. Informa¬ 
tion that lets him go on 
taking pictures without 
ever having to look 
away from his subject. 

The XD-5 is another low-cost way to enter 
the Minolta system. 

Bring out the accessories and show how the XD-5 
accepts the Minolta Auto Winder D for single shots or 
action sequences. Minolta flash units, including X-Series 
Auto Electroflash. And the Data Back D, which lets your 
customer record the date or other important information 
on the film frame. 

And you can assure him that the 
XD-5 uses any Minolta lens ever 
made. 


In aperture priority mode. 

XD-5 viewfinder displays shutter speeds 


Override 


minoft' 

XD-5 



Auto Winder D, Auto tlectroflash units 
132X and 320X 


The automatic choice for versatility. 

it’s from 
Camemliqes. 



















SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple* pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island* you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about* here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island’s freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the endre Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual pant of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefiti does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data meded by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
building? of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milk ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 








building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Islands roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners* com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4 : COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction* recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth, 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island’s form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in- 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk’s 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
; ts own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
fall power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
egatihued close association with 
Australia. 

When die Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk*s Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island’s new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk’s laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and’s reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power to tax 
, withoutiepreseptation; the exclu¬ 
sion of aBfy surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control* Australia’s ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. if. • 

Councillors asked Mr.! Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE (FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia* 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk's 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August, ■ 979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly die Island’s 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk’s history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
the Island’s conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly’s poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling "parliament" is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianisation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 






the 

fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and coven these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Fiji 

Kiribati 

Guam 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Niue 

Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 

Solomon Islands 

Tahiti 

Toiya 

Tuvalu 


AT NORFOLK SHOPS ONLY *4 



OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2265 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



TRAUNC MJ$T 


Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm SI 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. . eggs* •• teas 
and coffees... a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and * heat-n-serve* Items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists* requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early Sc late. 






3 TOPJOBS 


PROMOTIONS to three of the top- 


rated public service positions held 
by permanent residents were made 
in February by the Public Service 
Board. 

The promotions are part of the re¬ 
organisation in the Norfolk Admini¬ 
stration following Mr. David Buffett's 
move into the Legislative Assembly 
presidency last August. He had been 
Administrative Officer, a post which 
has been only temporarily filled 
since then. 

Mr. Gil Hitch, who has been Re¬ 
venue Manager, has now been ap¬ 
pointed Project Officer, a class 7 
position paying $15, b84-$16,616. 

The position has been authorised but 
unfilled until now. It is the highest 
public service position held by a per¬ 
manent resident, and is second in 
rank only to the Chief Administra¬ 
tive Officer. 

Mr. David Rodgers, formerly Reg¬ 
istrar of Companies, has been appoint 
ed Administrative Officer, taking Mr. 
Buffett*s former post. It is a class 6 
position, paying $14,294-$15,224. 

Replacing Mr. Hitch as Revenue 
Manager is Mr. Kevin Williams, 

His new post is also graded as class 
6, with die same salary scale as the 
Administrative Officer. He is a 
Member of the Legislative Assembly 
as well, an office paying $3, 000 a 
year, bringing his total public in 
come to over $17, 000. 

The other class 6 positions in the 
public service are the Registrat and 


’.he Accountant. 


One class 9 position, that of Offi¬ 
cial Secretary, has been unfilled 
since the Administrator established 


his own office separate from the Ad¬ 
ministration. His staff, paid for by 
the Commonwealth, includes the 
Official Secretary of Norfolk Island. 
It appears likely that the old Admin 
position with that title will remain 
unfilled, as a relic of history. 

The Public Service Board holds 
the authority to determine what po¬ 
sitions there should be in the public 
service, what their salaries should 
be, and who holds them. The Board 
consists of the Administrator, the 
Chief Administrative Officer, and a 
member elected hy the public ser¬ 
vice officers, Mr. Brian Bates. 


The Board gives members of the 
public service a chance to object to 
Board or Administrative decisions if 
they wish to. One objection to Mr. 
William^ appointment was heard by 
the Board but was not upheld. 


N.Z. Device Item Pine into Gas 


EQUIPMENT for converting wood 
into fuel gas - on a scale suitable 
for a hotel or even a farm - is now 
being produced in Auckland. 

The makers of the equipment, 
Fluidyne Research and Development 
of Henderson. N,Z,, believe it 
could provide a practical source of 
energy in the future for people on 
Pacific Islands. 

The Fluidyne "gasifier" is about 
the size of a man, and is reported¬ 
ly going to be available for under 
$3, 000. It converts wood into char¬ 
coal, burns the charcoal, and 
yields a fuel gas which will (with 
modifications) run a car or tractor, 
or provide heat for various uses. 

The gasifier will work using a var¬ 
iety of fuels - scrap wood, corn 
cobs, tree trimmings, coconut 
shells - anything that can be car¬ 
bonised to charcoal. 

According to the company the 
unit can convert 2.75kg of dry 
wood into enough gas to do the 
same amount of work as one litre 
of petrol. 

A 44-gallon drum of dry wood 
will yield enough gas to equal .. 


five gallons of petrol, or 4.25 gal¬ 
lons of diesel fuel. The gas that 
is produced is half non-combustible 
nitrogen, which makes it unecon¬ 
omic for high-pressure storage, but 
Fluidyne says it can be stored in 
small-scale gasometers of low- 
pressure bags. 

During World War II thousands of 
cars and trucks in Europe were con¬ 
verted to a similar process, with a 
bulky charcoal-burning tank stick¬ 
ing up out of the boot. This allow¬ 
ed them to operate on wood, at a 
time when petrol was scarce. The 
Fluidyne equipment is an advanced- 
technology version of the same idea. 

Fluidyne is run by a recently-re¬ 
tired DC10 pilot, Mr. Jack Humph¬ 
ries. He says "When you sit up the 
front of something which blows 
away 10 tonnes of kerosene an hour 
to cart 230 people, you can't help 
thinking about energy use." 

He believes the gasifier is a sen¬ 
sible means of using renewable, 
locally-available resources to re¬ 
place people's dependence on im¬ 
ported, non-renewable, increasing¬ 
ly costly oil. 


Norfolk Island’s 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 


opposite Burns Phllp 

/'always IN STOCK, a FINE RANGE OF SUCKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON” UBELS. 

/'FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS” UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS, 

/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN - STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/JAEGER — TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINUND PRICES. 




International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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MUCH OF NORFOLK WOULD BE CALLED PART OF "AUSTRALIA’S NATIONAL ESTATE" 


Heritage Commission Plans N.I. Listings 


LARGE AREAS of Norfolk are consid¬ 
ered by the Australian Heritage Com¬ 
mission to be important enough to be 
listed in its Register of Australia's 
"National Estate". 

The Director of the Commission* 

Mr, Max Bourke* visited the Island 
at die end of January to talk with 
die Assembly and interested resi¬ 
dents about what the Commission is* 
and what "listing" means. 

He spoke with a group of residents 
who live on land that the Commission 
proposes to include in the Register* 
and delivered a radio talk on the Com¬ 
mission’s operations. 

The Commission has been interested 
in Norfolk for several years. The Nor¬ 
folk Island Council expressed serious 
concern about possible "take-over" 
actions by the Commission. Mr. 

Bourke met privately with the Assem¬ 
bly on January 30th* but there was 
no report at the Assembly’s open 
meeting on February sixth of what* 
if anything* had been decided in 
closed session. 

Concerned residents called a public 
meeting to air the issue, but it was 
postponed at the last minute on the 
ground that more information was 
needed. 

From The New’s investigations* 
based on public material available 
from the Commission* it appears 
that no firm restrictions are placed on 
land or buildings by listing them in 
the Register. 

The Commission’s last annual re¬ 
port makes it obvious that buildings 
on the Register ^re sometimes great¬ 
ly altered or even demolished by 
their owners. When this seems likely, 
the Commission can ask that the 
building not be harmed - but the 
owner can do as he pleases. If he 
wrecks the building* all the Commis¬ 
sion can do is repet the loss of a 
historic place* and t&ke it off the 
Register. It has no power to stop 
the owner doing what he likes, or to 
impose any penalties or fines. 


Mr. Bourke said the Commission 
plans to advertise the Norfolk places 
it plans to put on the Register. The 
advertisement will probably appear 
in March, Any resulting objections 
to proposed listings will be considered. 

Experience in Australia and in other 
countries where such programs exist 
indicates that listing increases the 
resale value of a property, by certi- 
bying it as historically important. 

In 1978 the Commission proposed to 
include about 17 parts of Norfolk on 
the Register. Since that time there 
have been some proposals that it 
should include die entire Island, but 
the Commission's present aim is to 
stick basically to its 1978 thinking. 

The areas it now wants to register 
include the Kingston/Watermill 
Valley area and their enclosing hill¬ 
sides; St, Barnabas Chapel and the 
Melanesian Mission cemetery; the 
sites of convict-era settlements at 
Longridge and Cascade; all of Nor¬ 
folk’s officially-proclaimed reserves* 
of which there are about 11* includ¬ 
ing the Mt. Pitt area; and Philip and 
Nepean Islands, 

The following extract from the 
Commission’s latest annual report 
gives an official summary of its 
scope: 

THE REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL 
ESTATE 

In summary the Register and process 
and consequences of registration can 
be set out as follows; 

The Register as an inventory 
1. The Register is being prepared 
as a comprehensive inventory of all 
places* in Australia* being com¬ 
ponents of the natural or cultural 
environment of Australia that have: 
-aesthetic significance; 

-historic significance; 

-scientific significance; 

-social significance; or 
-other special value for future gen¬ 
erations as well as for the present 
community. 


2. Selection of places for entry in 
the Register is based on the most 
objective assessment of their nation¬ 
al estate value. When selecting a 
place for the Register the Commis¬ 
sion does not consider current or 
proposed ownership, management 

or use of the place. 

3. The Commission's objectives 
for the Register are: 

-to make a comprehensive list of 
all the places in Australia which 
have national estate value. 

-to educate Australians* by means 
of this list about the natural and 
cultural history of their country. 

-to give all decision makers* in¬ 
side and outside government* ob¬ 
jective information to help them 
make better decisions. 

-to do its best to see that Com* 
monwealth decisions and actions 
related to listed places are taken 
as thoughtfully and carefully as 
possible. 

Section 30 of the Australian Heri¬ 
tage Commission Act 

1. The requirements of the Aus¬ 
tralian Heritage Commission Act 
are directed only at the Common¬ 
wealth* not at State or local gov¬ 
ernments* corporations not owned 
by the Commonwealth or indivi¬ 
duals. Hov ever, any type of pro¬ 
perty whether publicly or privately 
owned may be included in the 
Register. 

2. Section 30 of the Commis¬ 
sion’s Act requires that Common¬ 
wealth Ministers, departments and 
authorities, when making decisions 
or taking action affecting a listed 
place* ’'take no action which ad¬ 
versely affects a place on the Reg¬ 
ister unless there is no feasible and 
prudent alternative; take only such 
action as will minimise adverse 
effect; inform the Commission be¬ 
fore taking such action and give the 
Commission reasonable opportunity 
to consider die proposed action". 

3. The responsibility for deciding 
what constitutes adverse effect* feas¬ 
ible and prudent alternatives* and 
action to minimise adverse effect 
rests with the Minister responsible 
for the proposed action e. g. in a 
mineral export licence situation, 
with the Commonwealth Minister 
responsible for mineral export 
licences. 

4. Decisions or actions affecting 
a place in or proposed for the Regi¬ 
ster remain with the responsible 


HA! 

THE NEWS normally concentrates on the Norfolk events and trends 
that seem to have serious significance on our small Island* but we 
believe it is worth interrupting this straight-faced reporting to tell 
you about a conversation between a resident and a tourist last week. 

"IT’S A LOVELY ISLAND* " said the visitor* a pleasant woman 
of middle age. "We had such a nice night out last night* at a rest* 
aurant called ’Barney Duffy’s'". 

"But what a strange man it must be that owns it -- living in a 
hollow tree' " 
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Minister. 

Nominations for the Register 

1. Nominations are made to the 
Commission. 

2. Nominations received to date 
by the Commission have been made 
by State governments, and their dep¬ 
artments and authorities, local gov¬ 
ernments, voluntary bodies and in¬ 
dividuals. 

3. The Commission refers nomin¬ 
ations (other than State government 
nominations and nominations from 
National Trusts for classified places) 
to specially appointed expert panels, 
or recognised expert bodies. 

4. The Commission sends all nom¬ 
inations, other than those made by 
recognised expert bodies or by gov¬ 
ernments, to the relevant State/Terr¬ 
itory government department for com* 
ment before making any decision. 

5. If the Commission then con¬ 
siders that a place should be listed, 
section 23 of the Act requires it to 
advertise its intention. 

6. Once advertised, any person 
has a minimum period of three 
months under the Act to make ob¬ 
jections. 

7. The Commission also writes to 
local governments, and to owners 
where they can be identified. 


8. Where there are no objections 
the Commission proceeds to Regis¬ 
ter and advertises again in the 
same way. 

9. The Commission examines 
all objections very carefully. 

-It appoints as expert assessment 
team. 

-The team visits the place. 

-The objector is invited to meet 
the team, 

-The Commission itself reaches 
the final decision on each place. 

10. There are also procedures for: 

-reversing a decision to list after 
advertisement but before placing it 
on the Register (subsection 23(3)); 

-removal from the Register (sec¬ 
tion 24); 

-entering places on the Register 
in accordance with directions ot the 
Minister following a report under 
the Environmental Protection (Im- 
pact of Proposals) Act 1974. 

The Commission believes that the 
Register should contain: 
for the natural environment; 

1. A representative list of those 
places which demonstrate the main 
stages and processes of Australia's 
geological and biological history. 

2. Rare or outstanding natural 


phenomena, formations, features, 
including landscapes and seascapes. 

3. Habitats of endangered species 
of plants and animals. 

4. Wilderness, forests, and sel¬ 
ected habitats and phenomena 
which, being readily accessible to 
populated areas, are as valuable as 
the rarer but less accessible places 
in the same categories. 

for the cultural environment; 

5. Significant rock art galleries, 
ceremonial grounds and sacred 
sites, quarries and shell mounds, 
rocks and earth arrangements, and 
important historical and archaeo¬ 
logical sites of the Aboriginal 
peoples. 

6* Representative examples of 
the main stages of Australia's archi¬ 
tectural and building history. 

7. Monuments and historical land¬ 
marks, buildings, urban conserva¬ 
tion areas and precincts which pos¬ 
sess architectural* social* cultural, 
aesthetic, historical or biographi¬ 
cal importance, or other special 
values. 

8. Buildings, bridges, roads, 
fences, urban and rural settings, 
and other structures or ruins which 
especially illuminate past ways of 
living, working or travelling. 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALED0N1ENS 


S.A. 37.890,000 CFP/Registered Off¬ 
ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetheringtno Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 



Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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Norfolk Included in Historic 


FOR THE FIRST time in history, 
Norfolk Island will take a full part 
in political discussions as one of the 
islands of the South Pacific this 
March. 

Chief Minister David Buffett will 
be one of the heads of Pacific islands 
governments who will meet in Hono¬ 
lulu March 26-29 to discuss the 
islands* economic, political, gov¬ 
ernmental, and social future. 

The conference has been organized 
by the East-West Center, a Honolulu 
institution, with the support of the 
South Pacific Commission and the 
South Pacific Forum. 

The South Pacific Commission 
covers almost all South Pacific coun¬ 
tries and territories including Norfolk, 
but has traditionally banned any pol¬ 
itical discussion in its meetings. The 
Forum was started by newly-indepen¬ 
dent Pacific islands who realised 
they had to talk politics - but it ad¬ 
mits only fully self-governing islands. 

The Honolulu conference will set 
a historic precedent by including all 
island countries and territories, and 


opening the floor to political mat - 
ters. Non-self-governing territories 
such as Norfolk will be able to speak 
up for themselves, rather than through 
the metropolitan countries which ad¬ 
minister them. 

The main metropolitan countries 
interested in the Pacific will also be 
represented at the conference, but 
the East-West Center says their prin¬ 
cipal gain by being there should be 
getting a clearer understanding of 
the development concerns ol the Paci¬ 
fic Islanders. 

The News considers the forthcoming 
conference sp important for Norfolk's 
future that this issue includes very 
extensive quotations from the report 
of the committee which discussed 
the idea of the conference, and made 
plans for it, last year. The report 
may come to be seen as a milestone 
in Norfolk's progress toward fully re¬ 
gaining the right to manage its own 
local affairs, with the understanding 
and support of the other Pacific 
islands and of Australia. 


PLAN FOR THE CONFERENCE 


"THE IDEA OF A'conference to be 
attended by heads of government 
from all countries and territories in 
the Pacific region and by representa¬ 
tives from "outside** countries and 
international organizations was seen 
as both important and timely. The 
region already has two forums for 
regional consultations and discus* 
sions in the South Pacific Forum 
and the South. Pacific Conference, 
but participation in the former is 
limited to independent and self-gov¬ 
erning countries in the region and in 
the South Pacific Conference dis¬ 
cussions are limited to economic 
and social development issues. The 
proposed Program was seen as sup¬ 
plementary to these two institutions. 

"Several participants expressed 
concern regarding the degree of 
genuine commitment by the East- 
West Center and, by association, 
the United States to cooperate with 
the Pacific Islands with this program. 
The nature of the relationship be¬ 
tween the East-West Center and the 
U.S. government was also consider¬ 
ed. Is the East-West Center an in¬ 
dependent academic institution? 

Is a concern for the region by the 
U.S. government reflected in the 
Center's interest? 


"In the ensuing discussions, it be¬ 
came clear that the Program arose 
from a genuine desire by the East- 
West Center to cooperate and work 
with the Pacific Island countries/ 
territories. It was accepted that 
only the U.S. government could 
answer the question of its own de¬ 
gree of commitment but it was gen¬ 
erally felt that U.S. actions in 
relation to the Conference and the 
program would give a clear indica¬ 
tion of the extent of its interests 
and motivation. 

"The small size and limited re¬ 
sources of island countries in the 
region underlines the need for region¬ 
al cooperation on matters of com ¬ 
mon interest and concern. Region¬ 
al cooperation can succeed only if 
all countries and territories in the 
region feel that they have full and 
equal opportunities for participa¬ 
tion in regional discussions and 
• consultations. Furthermore, 
these regional discussions, if con¬ 
cerned with the development of the 
island states or the region as a 
whole, can no longer be realistical-' 
ly limited to economic and social 
development issues. Economic and 
social development programs are 
decided by political governments 


Pacific Talks 

so that development issues cannot 
be considered in isolation from pol¬ 
itical concerns. Finally, countries 
aspire to be self-reliant. 

"In the development of the Pac¬ 
ific Islands as part of our interdepen¬ 
dent world community, however, 
there is a need to secure greater re¬ 
cognition and acceptance of special 
development needs and problems, 
as well as the place and role of the 
Pacific peoples in the world commun¬ 
ity. The participants felt that there 
could be no better opportunity to 
include representatives from "out¬ 
side" countries and international or¬ 
ganizations in their discussions on 
development problems than the pro¬ 
posed Conference. Meeting? are 
held almost every week or month in 
or about the Pacific region. Some 
are important while others are of 
questionable value. The partici¬ 
pants in this meeting concluded that 
the Conference, to be held in March, 
is important in that it will allow rep¬ 
resentatives from all Pacific Island 
states to meet and discuss their dev¬ 
elopment goals and problems. It 
will also allow for the identification 
of priority areas where research and 
training programs are required to es¬ 
tablish alternative solutions to meet 
both immediate needs and long-term 
goals as laid out by the governments 
concerned. Finally, there is need 
for better understanding between the 
peoples and leaders of the Pacific 
Islands and the rest of the world com¬ 
munity in which the Pacific peoples 
aspire to play a larger role. 

"The meeting believed that the 
March conference should fulfill a 
vital role in: 

•involving all island countries and 
territories in the region in equal 
participation; 

•involving representatives of other 
interested countries and international 
organizations; 

•discussing matters of interest to 
the whole Pacific region, which re¬ 
quire a regional audience or a wider 
forum than available hitherto; 

•promoting greater understanding 
of the goals, policies and problems 
of Pacific island peoples and their 
governments. 

"WHAT IS TO BE ACHIEVED BY 
THE £6ta>ERENCE " 

"The Conference, the meeting a- 
greed, will have achieved its purpose 
if it succeeds: 

"(1) in serving as a vehicle which 








island leaders can utilize to exchange 
ideas and experiences on all topics 
of relevance and interest to island 
countries and territories in the 
region; 

"(2) in. serving as a forum where 
the island leaders can collectively 
inform, invite the attention of, and 
discuss with representatives of '‘out¬ 
side 1 * countries and international 
organizations the special needs and 
problems of the region and their 
role and place in the world commun¬ 
ity* 

"(3) in agreeing on recommenda¬ 
tions for a pragmatic program based 
on the issues island leaders define as 
having top priority, which can be 
followed up by the East-West Center 
Pacific Islands Development Program, 
other institutions interested in the 
welfare of peoples in the Pacific 
Islands, and by cooperating regional 
organizations, as appropriate, in rel¬ 
ation to the development needs of 
the Pacific Islands. The Program 
should be practically oriented in 
that its aim will be, through research 
and training, to promote practical 
and appropriate alternatives for solu¬ 
tions to problems. Decisions on what 
is appropriate, of course, must lie 
with the countries and peoples in the 
Pacific Islands. 

"THE ROUE OF THE EAST-WEST 
CENTER 


"The East-West Center recognizes 
that ovef the last decade, its role 
in the Pacific Islands has been a 
minor one, and that during this time, 
the capabilities of several institu¬ 
tions have been greatly expanded. 
These include particularly the South 
Pacific Bureau for Economic Cooper¬ 
ation (SPEC), the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission (SPC) to operational arms 
and secretariates of the South Pacific 
Forum and the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence respectively. Other Pacific in¬ 
stitutions have also expanded their 
research and training capabilities, 
including the University of Hawaii, 
University of the South Pacific; the 
University of Papua New Guinea; 
the University of Guam, and the 
Institute for Applied Social and 
Economic Research (IASER)... 

"The meeting recognized that a 
certain amount of scepticism exists 
about the ability of the East-West 
Center to work effectively in the 
Pacific Islands and whether anything 
worthwhile for the Pacific Islands 
could come out of the proposed pro¬ 
gram. This view has been expres¬ 
sed on several occasions by indivi¬ 
duals in island countries/territories 
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at regional educational institutions 
and in some agencies in metropol¬ 
itan countries. A demonstrated 
willingness to cooperate with other 
regional institutions would do much 
to remove these doubts. Other 
negative views noted included the 
notion, held in some international 
Institutions, that the Pacific Islands 
are so small as to be insignificant 
in global terms. The idea that all 
conferences and research programs 
were a waste of time, talent and 
money, which could be better ex¬ 
pended directly on development 
projects, was also reviewed. Ano¬ 
ther widespread perception noted 
was that the "super powers" were 
interested in assisting in the dev¬ 
elopment only of countries of stra¬ 
tegic importance to them, that the 
assistance was as often military as 
economic, and that with very few 
exceptions the Pacific islands were 
of little geopolitical interest. The 
meeting felt that these ideas are 
important and cannot be dismissed 
lightly, but that perhaps they may 
be dispelled over time as the pro¬ 
posed program demonstrates its 
worth in a practical way... 
RESOLUTION 

In its deliberations, the planning 
meeting was very careful to note 
that the broad issues the Conference 
and program should be addressing 
are of vital concern, to the future 
of Pacific Island countries/terri¬ 
tories. The meeting, therefore,., 
recommends that the following 
broad headings should be used to 
provide guidance for the March 
1980 Conference of leaders of 
governments and officials: 

" a. Goals and Development Stra¬ 
tegies for the Pacific Islands as a 
Region. 

" b. The Pacific Islands in die 
World Community. 

H c. Regional Cooperation 
" d. Administrative and Govern¬ 
ment Structures Appropriate to 
Pacific Island Countries/Territories. 
" e. Cultural Development and 
Conservation 
" f. Energy 

"The six broad categorizations 
are listed and explained briefly in 
the following sections. 

"a. Goals and Development Stra¬ 
tegies for the Pacific Islands as a 
Region 

"The establishment of goals and 
die working out of appropriate stra¬ 
tegies for economic and social 
development are governed primar¬ 
ily by the priorities set by individual 
countries in the context of their own 
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NORFOLK'S ATTENDANCE at the conference in Hawaii will be at no cost to 
the Island. Accommodation will be provided for all the heads of state once 
they arrive. Chief Minister David Buffet’s air fares will be paid from a fund 
of several thousand dollars established about a year ago, through private don 
ation, to be used to help establish Norfolk Island’s identity in the Pacific. * 


perception of their values and as¬ 
pirations. 

"It is recognized, however, that 
some of these goals will be common¬ 
ly shared. There is little doubt, for 
instance, that most Pacific Island 
countries are committed to making 
the fullest possible use of their nat¬ 
ural, financial, human, and cultur¬ 
al resources toward improving the 
well-being of their people. The 
eventual goal of self-reliance is 
also widely shared. 

"The achievement of the desired 
goals will depend on die develop¬ 
ment of a set of strategies from 
which die most effective and appro¬ 
priate may be chosen by each coun¬ 
try. The evolution of such strategies 
will be one of the most important 
and valuable areas on which this 
development project could work, 
once the leaders are able to declare 
what the shared goals are. 

"However, it is fully appreciated 
that the aggregation of national ob¬ 
jectives and strategies will not nec¬ 
essarily be the same objectives and 
strategies for the Pacific Islands as 
a region. Some of the desired re¬ 
gional goals could be: 

"1. A stronger intraregional dev¬ 
elopment program. 

"2. A clean Pacific Ocean: re¬ 
source management and environmen¬ 
tal policies. 

"3. A greater degree of ownership 
among Pacific peoples of corporate 
businesses working in the region and 
better access to the benefits to be 
derived from commercial develop¬ 
ment in die region. 

"4. A satisfying way of life which 
is principally Pacific in character. 

"5. A greater participation of the 
region in the international commun¬ 
ity. 

"Some of the elements in these 
strategies are already widely accept¬ 
ed. Others may well require further 
discussion, research, and review. 

"Examples include; 

- die need to weigh carefully the 
benefits to be expected from dev¬ 
elopment realizing problems cre¬ 
ated in the process of change, so 
that the most good may be achieved. 

-the need to ensure that the bene¬ 
fits of development are widely and 
equitably shared rather than, as is 
the case in many developing coun¬ 
tries, widening the gap between 


different groups in the societies. 

-the requirement that development 
results in the creation of local in¬ 
vestment opportunities, more em - 
ployment, less underemployment or 
unemployment, the widening of the 
available skills, better manpower 
training, and the acceptance of ap¬ 
propriate demographic policies. 

-die necessity of improving the 
life-style of rural communities and 
of achieving a balance in develop¬ 
ment effort between meeting the 
basic human needs of village peo¬ 
ple and those of urban dwellers. 

-the means of achieving continued 
or, preferable, accelerated econom¬ 
ic growth propelled by the support 
of the people affected, based upon 
their understanding of the process 
and its goals. 

-the need to improve food supplies 
(land and marine) and nutrition 
strategies, to meet local, regional 
and world community needs. 

-the enlargement of the role that 
women play in development. 

-the continuation of the search 
for appropriate technology and the 
best ways of transferring it. 

-the better incorporation of the 
resources, inspiration and skills of 
religious organizations into the dev¬ 
elopment process. 

”b. The Pacific Islands in the 
World Community 
"In considering social, political, 
and economic issues, the Pacific 
Islands are not only entities but also 
individually and as a group are an 
integral part of the world commun¬ 
ity. There is no doubt that inter¬ 
national issues and actions have 
great impact on the livelihood of 
peoples in island countries/territor¬ 
ies. However, in considering appro¬ 
priate strategies for national dev¬ 
elopment, island countries/terri- 
tories must take into consideration 
the international setting. 

"The Pacific Island countries/ter¬ 
ritories are greatly affected by glo¬ 
bal events. Frequently adversely 
affected, they must endeavor to 
overcome a feeling of powerless¬ 
ness as best they can. In pursuing 
matters at the international level in 
trying to lessen adverse effects or 
derive the benefits available, their 
voices, individually and even com¬ 
bined are frequently not heard or, if 
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audible, are brushed aside. Obvi¬ 
ously, relative isolation, smallness, 
and limited resources are having an 
effect here. Nonetheless, in a decade 
which has been marked by an increas¬ 
ing concern for equitable development, 
independence, human rights, and the 
meeting of basic human needs, there 
must be ways and means to ensure not 
only that the international commun¬ 
ity listens but that the island coun¬ 
tries/territories play their role as 
integral partners in the international 
community. 

"In consideration of these aspects, 
there are a multitude of specific is¬ 
sues of special concern. Although 
the meeting agreed on many of these 
issues, it was believed that in addres¬ 
sing them some emphasis should be 
given to achieving equity in internat¬ 
ional forums, allowing the island 
countries/territories to receive as well 
as to give for the benefit of the peo¬ 
ples. It is for this reason that the 
meeting felt that the topic of ‘'The 
Pacific Islands in the World Commu¬ 
nity, " through broad, 
nity , m though broad, is an appropri¬ 
ate category for consideration by the 
Conference. 

"Under this broad category, the 
meeting agreed that the following spe¬ 
cific issues, amongst others which 
are essentially international in nature, 
should be considered; 

-The Pacific Islands as a zone of 
peace, especially in relation to sec¬ 
urity and power politics. 

-Ocean Resources and the Law of die 
Sea: Political issues, finance technol¬ 
ogy, and resource management which 
will affect future prospects of Island 
countries/territories. 

-Development Assistance: The con¬ 
cern is with what form of assistance 
and strategies for more effective ut¬ 
ilization. Is there a need for more, 
and if so in what areas? 

-International Forums; What may 
be considered to be appropriate stra¬ 
tegies for better Pacific Islands parti¬ 
cipation? 

-The Pacific Community and the 
Pacific Islands: The idea of the Pac¬ 
ific Community Is developing tapidly, 
and it seems that economically it may 
be extremely active in the next few 
decades. Where do the Pacific Is¬ 
lands fit in? What should be their 
role? 

-The Pacific Islands and the New 
International Economic Order: 

Though N1ED is still ambiguous, it 
has become a driving force and im¬ 
portant that the Pacific Islands ex¬ 
amine their role in it. 

-Foreign Policies in the Pacific 
Islands: Cooperation or confronta¬ 
tion? • : 


An Open Invitation 
to call in at 
‘the Top of the Village’ 
from 

SUIT'S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET; CLOTHING. ACCESSORIES. 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RGA IN-HUNTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE’LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 

FOR WOMEN. IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" — 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY 
ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 

AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 




TELEPHONE 2358 
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-Relations with non-Pacific Islands 
Regional Organizations, e. g., 
ASEAN, EED, etc. 

^Migration issues: internal, intra- 
regional and international, includ¬ 
ing the movement of the educated 
out of the islands, 

?c. Regional Cooperation 

’’The concept of cooperation with¬ 
in the Pacific region has not only 
been frequently articulated by some 
of the Island leaders but generally 
accepted also as an important and 
appropriate Pacific development 
strategy. Regional cooperation has 
been possible in project implemen¬ 
tation and in the presentation and 
pursuit at some forums of Pacific 
issues. 

"Experience has so far shown that 
regional cooperation has been more 
successful when the control and 
management of institutions/projects/ 
corporations are on a national basis. 
In other areas, sub-regional institu¬ 
tions have been established and it 
may be too early to judge their suc¬ 
cess* However, there may be in¬ 
stances where other forms of region¬ 
al cooperation may be more effec¬ 
tive and appropriate. 

"There is no question that regional 
cooperation is a goal that is vital 



Pork chops 


Trim excess fat from pork chops, 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
the CROCK-POT well with some 
of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 
cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour before serving ihe 
chops, turn the control to HIGH and 
add any one of the following: 

% cup canned mushrooms In 
butter :• , 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
% cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

1 cup canned tomatoes 
seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 



PLACE 

IN TAYLORS ROAD 


for the future of the Pacific Islands. 
The question that was raised in the 
meeting is that if regional coopera¬ 
tion is indeed a necessary strategy 
of Pacific development, and the 
meeting fully endorses this view, 
there is a very urgent need to ex¬ 
amine this concept much more thor¬ 
oughly with respect to its applica¬ 
bility. The basic questions which 
need asking are: 

"1. When is regional cooperation 
appropriate? 

"2. What form/type of regional co¬ 
operation is most suitable? 

M 3. In which areas/issues/projects 
would regional cooperation be most 
effective? 

"Moreover, in considering the Pa¬ 
cific Islands in the world community 
it is also appropriate to consider 
whether, and in what form, a region¬ 
al approach would be the most ef¬ 
fective way of ensuring that the 
Pacific Islands do not only find them¬ 
selves in the international commun¬ 
ity but are also a part of it. 

"d. Government and Administra¬ 
tive Systems 

"The Pacific Island countries/ 
territories represent a broad range 
of political systems and administra¬ 
tive structures. Many of these are 
based on systems negotiated at the 
time that power was transferred or 
independence attained. Several are 
now over a decade old and their suc¬ 
cess may be properly assessed. The 
suitability of ma^y of these admin¬ 
istrative systems is being questioned. 

"Moreover, the appropriateness of 
a range of administrative structures 
for Pacific countries/territories has 
been a matter for considerable debate, 

"It is considered most appropriate 
for the Conference and the program, 
given the scattered nature of the 
island states, to address the matter 
of the effect of the resource con¬ 
straints under which many of them 
operate, and the different stages of 
development-- 

"a) what are the most appropriate 
government systems in those circum¬ 
stances. Is it the Westminster model? 
Is it the Federal system? Are there 
any other alternatives, considering 
traditional forms as part of the mi¬ 
lieu in which the islands have to 
live and develop? 

H b) What should be .the most appro¬ 
priate administrative system, in 
terms of form, size and degree of 
centralization. For small, single¬ 
island countries/teriitories, perhaps 
centralized structures may be inev¬ 
itable. , For others where the land 
mass is greater, where islands are 
scattered, or communication is a 
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major obstacle, a different structure 
may perhaps be more effective. 

M e. Cultural Development and 
Conservation 

"Although Pacific Island states 
are fully committed to development, 
it is recognized that rapid social and 
cultural change occurring in the 

region poses a threat to traditional 
beliefs and ways of life. Pacific 
Island peoples value their heritages, 
and they have responded to the 
threat of cultural erosion by institu¬ 
ting programs and policies for cultur¬ 
al development and conservation. 

"There has been considerable de¬ 
bate over the general philosophies 
associated with rapid social and cul~ 
rural change. However, a number 
of specific issues related to cultural 
development and preservation need 
further attention by Pacific Island 
leaders and governments. 

"Examples are: 

"(1) What policies promoting cul¬ 
tural development and conservation 
exist or should exist? 

"(2) What efforts should be made 
to record traditional beliefs and prac¬ 
tices which may be lost in the near 
future? Who should do the recording? 

"(3) Ways and means of developing 
cultures based on heritage but looking 
to the future, in view of the fact that 
Pacific Islands want to develop social¬ 
ly, politically, and economically. 

"(4) What are the effects of educa¬ 
tion and development programs on is¬ 
land cultures? 

M (5) How can mutual respect and 
understanding of the island cultures 
be enhanced throughout the region 
and in the international community? 

"(6) Ways and means of ensuring 
that Pacific languages are not only 
retained but their teaching and usage 
are enhanced. 

”(7) To what extent are urbaniza¬ 
tion, tourism, and exposure to inter¬ 
national mass media having a nega¬ 
tive effect on cultural development? 

“f. Energy 

"Most, if not all, of the Island coun¬ 
tries are dependent on different forms 
of imported energy. Though some 
countries may have capacities to re¬ 
duce their dependence by substituting 
local sources of energy for imports, 
many may still, depend on energy from 
abroad in the indefinite future for 
their needs. 

"Some of the Island countries have 
undertaken research programs and 
studies in certain fields of alternative 
sources of energy to lessen their de¬ 
pendence on imported fuel. In some 
of these fields, substantial direct im¬ 
pact can be seen in the sectors of 
food supply, agriculture, and trans¬ 
port. 


"Some of the areas where greater 
immediate attention could be direct¬ 
ed are: Water Resources, Solar En¬ 
ergy,* Thermal Energy, Solid Fuels, 
Wind Power, Natural Gas, and Oil 
Exploration. 

"It may be appropriate in this 
instance to undertake a coordinated 
research effort which should include, 
where relevant, the work already 
undertaken by some of the island gov¬ 
ernments. What may also be useful 
at tills stage is an indication of the 
priority areas for further research. 

"In essence, there should be prior¬ 


ity given to programs that address 
themselves to alternative energy 
sources for Pacific Island countries, 
not only because of the great impact 
imported fuel has on their develop¬ 
ment but because imported energy 
in any form has become essential to 
life. The consideration of appro¬ 
priate technology is also of impor¬ 
tance because of issues related to in¬ 
creased mechanization and depen¬ 
dence on technology that may use a 
large amount of energy but may not 
be the most suitable for island states 
especially the smaller ones." 


THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel, 
y Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine re&aur^its* 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 


GOOD READING 



‘GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL, TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. "ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID ThE RE¬ 
VIEW IN 'THE NEWS’. 

$14.95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS, NEWSAGENCY, BURNS 
PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL SHOP. 


‘SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER* S 


A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL THE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.25 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. 



« n.l n 
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97je tlorfolk j\lterr\ative 

ONE OF A SERIES ON POSSIBILITIES * . . . WHAT WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


WE ARE ENTERING a period of uncer¬ 
tainty* where norms of the recent 
past can no longer be taken for grant¬ 
ed* Scarcity may replace the pre¬ 
sent common abundance. 

A future war* technological change, 
and overseas strike actions all mean 
increased vulnerability to remote 
islands like Norfolk. 

The ability of our community to 
change external events, or even 
modify them, is almost nil. We 
should recognise now the problems 
that we might have to face in the 
coming years. 

This occasional series of articles is 
an attempt to define some of the re¬ 
sponses that are within our capacity 
as individuals and as a commuitfty. 

For though the external events are be¬ 
yond our effective influence, the re¬ 
sponses we make to those events are 
largely within our control. We have 
the resources, the land, the sea, and 
the people. All we need is the 
knowledge and the will. 

In all communities in all times the- 
most valued resource is the people, * 
and in this we are fortunate. The 
Norfolk community is made up of 
many races and many nationalities, 
each bringing and giving something 
to the whole, in art, craft, know¬ 
ledge, ability, skills and outlooks; 
in education and experience, in 
humour and philosophy, in science 
and in manners. Our basic fabric, 
the Islanders, have been well tested 
in their history in their ability to sur¬ 
vive--and survive well. Their 
skills and outlooks provide an on¬ 
going infra-structure on which we 
can build and modify to meet our 
changing circumstances. 

To meet our times we may need 
to simplify our life styles. The 
Island is well suited, almost ideally 
so, for simpler living. It has a mild 
climate with plentiful rain and A 
mild temperatures, a fertile soil, an 
enormous range of both exotic and 
indigenous plants and trees, and a 
relatively small population surround¬ 
ed by seas full of fish. Nature has 
indeed been kind to us. 

Energy 

We have become heavily dependent 
on external sources of energy. We 
have some choices to make in the 


event of disruption of supply. 

1. Scarcity may ration our energy 
use. 

2. Cost may ration our energy use. 

3. Alternative supply may over 
come energy shortage, 

4. Change of life style may over¬ 
come energy shortage. 

It is likely that all these factors, 
and more, may combine together. 

It is not diff icult to see each factor 
in isolation. 

1. Scarcity. 

Should a fuel tanker not arrive, the 
diesel generators for the electricity 
supply would be rationed. There 
wduld be power cut^ : sh«t at first 
but becoming incr^iihj^y longer 
until only essentia^^ntergency ser¬ 
vices were continued. 

The typef of gepegators we have 
are ill-$6ife$ to jbw demands. 

They are either running, and supply¬ 
ing most of the Island, or they are 
not. We should consider re-introduc¬ 
ing a small 50KW generator for em¬ 
ergency use. 

Most houses are geared to electri¬ 
city and have few alternative sour¬ 
ces such as a kerosene lamp, can¬ 
dles, copper boiler or windmill 
water supply pump. Should the gas 
supply be disrupted, most houses 
would not be able to cook a meal. 

A scarcity of petrol would immobi¬ 
lise many residents for the duration 
of the shortage. 

2. Cost 

It is unlikely that the cost of fuel 
will fall. It is most probable that 
it will ^sqntinue to rise. The Puegot 
Company in France recently con¬ 
ducted a survey of petrol use and 
published figures that indicated 
that petrol would have to rise to the 
equivalent of $10 per gallon before 
people would forgo the use of their 
vehicles. But suppose petrol does 
reach $10? What happens then? Do 
we have class division on the basis 
of whether you can afford to pay the 
price of fuel? It would seem so. 

In a small community this would 
be a very unwelcome event. It 
could become inevitable unless we 
develop alternatives. 

3. Alternatives. 

There are alternatives, alive (as in 
horses) and well (as in pushbikes), 


But apart from those obvious ones, 
we walk--unless we can find some 
viable alternative fuel supply. Re¬ 
cent research suggests there are 
dozens of theoretical alternatives 
and solutions, at a technical level. 
Most of them would be far too cap¬ 
ital intensive, or beyond our physi¬ 
cal capabilities. However there 
are some that do seem to have a 
diject application for small com¬ 
munity groups. This is a very wide 
subject. We will leave it for the 
moment and come back later. 

4. Lifestyle 

It is in this area we can be the most 
hopeful, for it is here that the indiv¬ 
idual can show the initiatives that 
suit him best. People living on this 
Island have for generations lived a 
low-input life style, and it can be 
seen to work. This provides the es¬ 
sential, practical guidance for every¬ 
one’s opportunity. Up until World 
War II, the entire imported energy 
use of the average Island family was 
probably limited to a tin of kerosene 
(4 gallon at that) every month or so. 
Other energy use was what was avail¬ 
able to their hand in food, horses 
and oars. 

1 am not suggesting we all immed¬ 
iately return to those days. But it 
is worth realising that for many 
middle-aged and older Norfolk peo¬ 
ple, that was the life they grew up 
with--and there is a certain nostal¬ 
gia associated with those memories. 

Alternative technology covers a 
very wide range of sciences and dis¬ 
ciplines. Many of them are as yet 
only laboratory tested. The princi¬ 
ples involved will no doubt be of 
use to us some time in the future. 

But this series of articles will concen¬ 
trate on those of more immediate 
relevance to Norfolk’s particular 
situation. 

There is a basic common philos¬ 
ophy uniting most alternative-tech¬ 
nology development. It is of signif¬ 
icant value for us to recognise this 
philosophy and its applications. 
Briefly, it is stated as "nature pro¬ 
vides us with usable solutions to our 
problems if we will only simplity 
our demands". 

Our western-type society seems to 
demand and use single-purpose pro¬ 
ducts. For example, a cup; a com- 
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plex manufacturing process turns out 
an article with one single purpose, 
to hold something. For example* a 
motor vehicle: for transport. For 
example, a road: for transport. 

And so on and on and on. 

Nature seems to do things different¬ 
ly. Nature's efforts are inter¬ 
dependent and fulfill various role*, 
apparently conforming to some very 
large scale plan which is beyond 
our comprehension at the outer edges, 
but quite clearly understood by us in 
a small scale. For example, the 
sea: a medium in which fish live, 
we swim in, we travel over. For 
example, fire: we cook with, warm 
ourselves, manufacture with. 

Water puts out the fire... and yet 
can vaporise the water. These phen¬ 
omena caused the ancients endless 
perplexities. We still haven't 
learned to adapt our thinking to 
nature's methods. It is a task of 
alternative technology to do just 
this. Man in the past was better 
integrated with both his problems 
and nature's solutions. His demands 
were simpler, and the smaller scale 
made his solutions simpler. Rocks 
were for throwing or building a house: 
trees were for burning, hiding in, 
making boats from, and so on. This 
"nuts-and-bolts" look at nature on 
Norfolk may be what die next de¬ 
cade requires. If we ask the right 
questions of nature, we may get the 
right answer$--or at least answers 
that will serve. 

Norfolk Island , 

The most obvious aspect about Nor¬ 
folk is that it is an Island where 
trees grow very well. 

This so-obvious vact may be the 
ideal focus for concentrated at* 
tempts for greater Norfolk self- 
sufficiency. 

It is no accident that trees grow 
well here. The soil is a complex of 
basalts in various stages of breakdown, 
very deep and very fertile. The 
Island is broken up into over 100 
small sheltered valleys. These 
valleys lie mainly at‘right angles 
to the major weather systems and 
prevailing winds. 

Most of the land is at an elevation 
of between 350 and 1000 ft. - -a 
height that often acts as a rainfall 
trigger mechanism, a situation com¬ 
mon to many pacific Islands of vol¬ 
canic origin. Generally the humid¬ 
ity is above 607c--a fact that lowers 
leaf stress during the periodic dry 
periods. The cyclic nature of the 
wet and dry periods probably en¬ 
hances tree root development, by 
what we could describe as a punish¬ 
ment/reward system. Significant 
periods of wet, low cloud winds pre¬ 


cipitate out large amounts of water 
through the mechanism of the tree 
ridge growth being at right angles 
to the wind. Rainfall is fairly even¬ 
ly distributed onto a fairly porous 
top soil which is mainly fly ash, 
but the raijiwater is well retained 
by the lower level basalt clays, 
where the tree roots largely live. 

Our rainfall is generally more than 
adequate for continued growth. 

Due mainly to the terrain, there is 
a large range of climate variation 
within the Island, promoting specif¬ 
ic plant adaptations to highly loca¬ 
lised areas. This in turn creates a 
long-term viable gene pool for fur¬ 
ther adaptations. Avocado is an 
outstanding example of specific hy¬ 
bridisation becoming a recognis¬ 
able type. The Norfolk pine 
evolved on Norfolk, with the pre¬ 
history giant ferns as a progenitor. 

It is a hardy survivor and an ex¬ 
tremely important heritage for the 
community. 

Trees 



Despite the dry season pears are 
just falling from the trees right now 
and this is a way of using them in a 
rich dessert. 


BUTTERSCOTCH PEAR CUSTARD 
Serves 6 

6 pears 

3/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar 
1 tblsp. cornflour 

1 teasp. salt 

14 cups undiluted evaporated milk; 

2 slightly beaten eggs 

1 tspn vanilla 

2 tblspns. butter or margarine, 

1 cup water 


Trees are probably the most impor¬ 
tant plant life on the planet. For 
they 

-aerate and drain the soil 
-Modify die climate to micro¬ 
climate 

-de-toxify and oxygenate the air 
-Provide shelter for other plant life 
-dissipate the wind 
-provide fuel for fire 
-provide wood for all uses 
-provide food for man and beast. 

In the history of man's evolution, 
trees have had a most significant 
role. They come in all shapes, sizes, 
model numbers, uses. There is a 
tree type for every use we can think 
of, from oil to plastics, and from 
rubber to fertiliser. 

It is time we stopped taking Norfolk's 
trees for granted as a fortuitous happen- 
stance f and started to farm them 
for our immediate and long-term 
needs again. It is only in recent 
generations that trees have been rele¬ 
gated to the days of primitive tech- 
nology. They served countless gen¬ 
erations of human beings very well 
indeed. In the next article we will 
talk about what Norfolk could be doing 
with trees--and perhaps go on into 
some ideas about using the wind here. 


"The Norfolk Alternative* * 1 2 is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 


Simmer peeled pears gently with 
cinamon, sugar and lemon rind 
until tender. Mix sugar-cornflour in 
a saucepan. Slowly stir in evaporated 
milk* 1 cup water. Cook over med¬ 
ium heat stirring constantly till mix¬ 
ture boils. Cook 1 minute. Stir 
half hot mixture into eggs. Return to 
pan and bring just to boiling point, 
stirring continuously, remove from 
heat. Beat well, adding butter and 
vanilla. Cover and cool. To serve 
pour custard over drained, chilled 
pears. 

Here is a handy dessert which can 
be prepared well in advance and 
needs no cooking. 

REFRIGERATED ORANGE CHOCOLATE 

HaAKTCAKfe - 

3/4 cup crushed chocolate biscuit 
crumbs 

1/4 cup instant cocoa 

1 quart cream 

1-1/4 cup caster sugar 
1/4 cup orange juice 

2 teasp. vanilla 
grated rind of 1 orange 
small can mandarin sections 

Whip cream until it stands in soft 
peaks, then fold in sugar, orange 
juice, vanilla and the orange rind. 

To make the cake, thinly layer cream 
and crumb mixtures in 2 large refri¬ 
gerator trays. Continue building up 
alternate thin layers until both trays 
are full, making sure the top layer 
of each is cream. Freeze until firm. 
Cut into squares and garnish with man¬ 
darin sections. 
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THERE’S NOTHING quite like the 
sound of rain falling on a tin roof, 
is there? It’s a particularly welcom¬ 
ing sound at the moment as the 
Island has been so dry, although it 
was perfect for the school holidays. 
Actually I think it has been the 
warmest summer that I can remem¬ 
ber, The other day the temperature 
was 27.4°C; combined with a high 
humidity reading, this resulted in a 
very hot, sticky day! 

There has been so much activity 
on the Island during the last few 
weeks I hardly know where to begin! 
The local Lions Club was host for 
the District LIONS’ annual Conven¬ 
tion of which N. I. forms a part. A 
total of 540 people visited the Island 
to attend the Convention, The maj¬ 
ority were from N, S. W. with many 
from other States of Australia, N.Z. 
and other parts of tne world. The 
official Opening Ceremony, to 
which local residents were invited, 
was held in brilliant sunshine outside 
Rawson Hall. As well as business 
meetings, there were many social 
activities planned to entertain tne 
visitors. These included a social 
get-together, a dinner dance, and 
an early morning breakfast out at 
Steele's Point. This function proved 
so popular that another one was 
held before the Lions began to de¬ 
part from Norfolk. At one stage 
Max Hobbins was having trouble 
finding enough ripe bananas to feed 
400. In the end he ended up with a 

whole truck load! 

The Girl Guides and their mothers 
were kept very busy during this time. 
They catered for 4 functions in three 
days. It’s amazing, isn’t it, what 
can be achieved when everyone does 
their bit. I believe the dinner pre¬ 
sented at the Dinner Dance was most 
enjoyable with plenty to eat for 
everyone. The Scouts too, played 
their part in helping to make every¬ 
thing run smoothly by cleaning up 
Rawson Hall after the functions. 
Mustn’t forget Rotary either, who 
were responsible for organizing a 
barbecue lunch on the Family 
Sports Day. 

On the Wednesday evening prior 
to the Official Opening of the Con¬ 
vention, a Debutante Ball was held 
in Rawson Hall. Thanks again to 


Gary and Enid Clarke, the hall 
looked lovely with purple and yellow 
curtains draped from pillar to pillar 
down either side of the hall. Enid 
must have put a tremendous amount 
of work into the chandelier which 
hung down in the centre of the hall. 

It was made from frangipani and 
asparagus fern. The main feature of 
the decor was the old-fashioned clock 
made by Gary Clarke. David Magri 
and Craig Buffett were in charge of 
opening the face of the clock at 
9:15 pm* as it became each debu¬ 
tante’s turn to be presented. Their 
partners, looking splendid in black 
dinner suits had already been "piped" 
into the hall by Scotsman Patrick 
and escorted by Ely and Ruth Jenkins. 

As each debutante came through 
the clock, her partner stepped forward 
to escort her down the centre of the 
hall, along the red carpet to be pre¬ 
sented to the Official Party. Mrs. 
Timmy Lloyd then introduced each 
deb and her partner to District Gov¬ 
ernor Lion David Tuckerman and his 
lovely Lady Lion Beverly, and then 
to President of the Norfolk Lions, 

Paul Dehlsen and his Lady Lion Hazel, 
All the girls and their partners looked 
splendid. Their special dance was 
the "Maxina" - it was delightful to 
watch - they were all so graceful. 

Tom and Timmy are to be congratuia- 
lated for training the deb set. It was 
lovely too, to see the young men 
look after their partners throughout 
the evening. The only disappointing 
aspect, I thought, was that there 
weren’t more people there to share 
in such a lovely occasion. 

Members of the Deb Set included: 
Diane Richards and Jim Tavener; Tane 
Buffett and John Pitcher; Denise 
Burrell and Chris Kenny; Sheryl Dead- 
man and Greg Pretchelt; Denise Huck- 
step and Clark Saint; Lisa Woodward 
and Hayden Evans, Wendy Anderson 
and Noel Bunker; Tania Anderson and 
Colin Reid; Sheree Perkins and Philip 
Evans and De-anne Ryan and David 
Bates. 

Another interesting activity which 
took place during the last week of 
the holidays was the visit to Norfolk 
of riding instructress, Mrs. Pat Dob¬ 
bins, from Nelson, N.Z. Mrs. Dob¬ 
bins’ visit was organized by the local 
Pony Club and both adults and young 
people were invited to participate. 


It was a most successful and enjoyable 
week for the 32 participants plus all 
the Mums and Dads who came to 
watch. Pat split the riders into 4 
groups depending on the rider’s abil¬ 
ity. There were even a few "novice 
grannies 4 * in the intermediate group - 
Ruth McCoy, Lyn Mason and Beryl 
Lackey - who all thoroughly enjoyed 
the course. Pat was very pleased to 
have a few boys in her course too - 
Stephen Hogden, Mitchell Graham, 

Ian and Grant Summerscales and Simon 
Bigg. Poor Aaron Graham missed out 
as he and his horse parted company 
the day before the course began and 
he suffered a nasty bump on the head. 

The week concluded with the One- 
Day Event held at Simon’s Water on 
Australia Day. The day began with 
the dressage tests in the morning 
followed by novelty races and jump¬ 
ing inttbe afternoon. It was tremen¬ 
dous to see how the young people had 
progressed during the week. Winners 
in the novice dressage event included 
Penny and Christine Smith and Mitch¬ 
ell Graham; Samantha Grimshaw, 

Jenny Mason and Aaron Graham (who 
was sufficiently recovered by then) in 
the junior section. Trudy Irvine, 
Gillian and Elizabeth Alston were 
successful in the senior dressage. 

Then Colleen Vincent came first in 
the Over - 21 section with Trevor 
Calder second. The novelty events 
in the afternoon gave other children 
a chance to take home a number of 
ribbons. With Y jth Aaron and Culla 
taking part in the various races, one 
could hardly see "Charlie Brown’s" 
neck when he was being ridden home! 
Jo Wiltshier, Beryl Lackey and Trevor 
Calder are to be thanked most sincere¬ 
ly for all the time and effort they put 
into making the day such a success. 
Rotary members provided a tasty bar¬ 
becue lunch too. I think the general 
feeling was "Hope there’s another 
gymkhana again soon". There would 
probably be more adult participation 
next time too, if more detailed ad¬ 
vertising, of the type of events to be 
held were given. It was a good "fun" 
day. 

A fitting finale to Mrs. Pat Dobbins’ 
visit was a lively farewell barbecue 
organised by The Pony Club and held 
in die D.O.T. Circle* Don’t think 
Bill Lackey’s elbow thought it was all 
that enjoyable though!! It is hoped 
that Pat will again be able to hold 
another similar course in the near 
future. 

Well, after that rather hectic week 
it was off to school again for another 
year - the older ones glad to go back 
and I guess the really young ones 
perhaps just a little apprehensive!! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

| •REMINGTON Shavers. Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rouvators. hoes, all 

agricultural Implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 






















